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Army seeks recruits
from Air Force, Navy

Service wants sailors, airmen to fill some of its 30,000 new slots
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‘Anchorman’ pulls
its weight
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Katie Melua good
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}WS Tracker ... What's new with old n

States

Western wildfires: An army of fire-

fighters, helped by higher humidity

and diminishing winds, gained partial

control over a wildfire that burned 14

homes and forced evacuations of hun-
dreds of others in Carson City, Nev.

“I think it’s done its worst, I really think it
has,” said the fire incident commander,
Marty Scheuerman. “Now we can do our
job.”

In California, meanwhile, a 10,000-acre
wildfire forced 200 teenagers from two juve-
nile probation camps early Friday and con-
tinued to threaten rural hamlets on the edge
of the Angeles National Forest. That blaze
was 40 percent contained.

Police beating suit: A suspected car thief
has filed a $25 million claim with the city of
Los Angeles over a videotaped police beat-
ing he contends left him with brain damage.

Stanley Miller alleged the June 23 beating
also caused “ spmal m)unes trunk-torso in-
juries, internal injuries, emotional distress,
and bruises and contusions.” If the city re-
jects the claim filed Thursday, Miller could
seek damages through a lawsuit.

Michael Jackson case: An appeal by
news media wanting access to court infor-
mation in the Michael Jackson child moles-
tation case went unheard for a week be-
cause a clerk refused to place it on the court
docket, according to court papers.

Attorney Dominic Lanza, who filed the
first appeal notice last week, said he
checked five days later to make sure the
matter was scheduled to be heard by Superi-
or Court Judge Rodney Melville but was
told by the appellate clerk it was not filed.

Lanza said it took until Thursday to get a
clarification from the presiding justice of
the California Second District Court of Ap-
peal, who instructed the clerk that the no-
tice of appeal should be filed.

Peterson murder trial: Scott Peterson’s
defense attorneys continued to pick apart
the murder case against him as an exhaus-
tive search for hard evidence that has
turned up nothing incriminating.

Attorney Mark Gera-
gos launched a barrage
of insi i Thurs-
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day that authorities
abandoned reason in
their zeal to get Peter-
son.

At nearly every turn
of his cross examina-
tion, Geragos forced
Modesto, Calif., police
Detective Henry Hend-
ee to acknowledge that
searches of San Fran-
cisco Bay yielded noth-
ing to link Peterson to the killing of his preg-
nant wife, Laci.

Geragos

Tobacco legislation: The Senate ap-
proved a plan to give the government broad
new powers to regulate the cigarette indus-
try, including the ability to eliminate harm-
ful ingredients in tobacco products and for-
bid advertising that appeals to children.

The measure empowering the Food and
Drug Administration to oversee the sale,

: d ing of ci

an of
‘was linked on the Senate floor Thursday to a
$12 billion buyout of tobacco farmers.

Cocaine boat: Five crewmembers of a
fishing boat where authorities made the larg-
est cocaine seizure in U.S. maritime history
have been acquitted of all charges.

A federal jury Wednesday in San Diego
found the two Russians and three Ukraini-
ans not guilty of drug and conspiracy charg-
es that carried a minimum of 10 years in
prison. The defendants’ first trial ended in a

Sonar side-effects: Beach-goers watch as a pod of about 200 melon-headed whales swim

near shore in Hanalei Bay, Hawaii, earlier

month. Many believe the very unusual

near-shore flocking the whales’ reaction to picking up Navy sonar. Environmental and animal
rights groups threatened Wednesday to sue the Navy unless it takes new steps to protect

whales from boo

hung jury in March.

The defendants were part of the 10-man
crew of the Svesda Maru, a fishing boat that
was seized in 2001 off the coast of Mexico.
More than 13 tons of cocaine were found
below rotting squid bait.

World

Bird flu warning: Countries facing bird flu
outbreaks should not kill wild birds in their
efforts to keep the disease from spreading,
the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization
said Friday.

“Killing wild birds will not help to pre-
vent or control avian influenza outbreaks,”
Juan Lubroth of the FAO Animal Health Ser-
vice said. “Wild birds are an important ele-
ment of the ecosystem and should not be de-
stroyed.

The FAO apparently was responding to
Thailand’s plan to selecuvely cull wild
storks suspected of carrying the disease.

Russia’s chemical weapons: Russia will
not meet a 2007 deadline to destroy some
8,000 tons of chemical weapons, due to a
lack of funds, the chairman of the Russian
Federation Council’s defense committee
said Friday.

"The Tnterfax- Military news agency quot-
ed lawmaker Viktor Ozerov as saying the
lack of federal funds would prevent new fa-
cilities for destroying weapons from being
built and could result in dangerous chemi-
cals leaking into the environment.

Madrid bombings: An Italian court has
set a hearing on July 30 to rule on the extra-
dition of a of the

g waves of sonar designed to detect enemy submarines.

ed Friday.
Tbrahim al-Sadeq al-Qaidy had fought
alongside Islamic extremists in Afghanistan
and Bosnia, but had more recently been in
hiding in Syria, the newspapers reported. It
was not clear Friday what charges he faced
and whether he was back in his homeland
or was at the Saudi Embassy in Damascus.

Britain al-Qaida arrest: A Moroccan ar-
rested in Britain was linked to one of
al-Qaida’s top leaders in Europe and spoke
to him shortly before the Sept. 11 attacks in
language suggesting he may have known of
the plot, prosecutors said Thursday.

Farid Hilali, 35, telephoned Imad Eddin
Barakat Yarkas, who is suspected of leading
an al-Qaida cell in Spain, a few weeks be-
fore Sept. 11, 2001, said prosecutor James
Lewis, who spoke for the Spanish govern-
ment in its effort to extradite Hilali.

Business

Tyco acquittal: It was a tense, emotional
moment for former
Tyco International law-
yer Mark A. Belnick,
who could have spent
the next quarter-centu-
ry behind bars.

Belnick wept with
happiness after he was
acquitted of charges he
sold his silence for
money and luxurious
homes while two other
company  executives
stole $600 million.

A Manhattan jury returned the “not
gullty" verdlc&s on Thursday in its fifth day

Belnick

Madrid, Spain, train bombings, a prosecutor
in Milan said Friday.

The suspect, Rabel Osman Ahmed of
Egypt, is held in Milan. He was arrested
here on June 7 on an international warrant
issued by Spanish authorities. Madrid is
seeking his extradition.

If the court approves the extradition and
no appeal is made, the request passes to the
Justice Ministry for final approval, said
prosecutor Donatella Grieco.

Earlier this week, the Milan prosecutors’
office formally approved the extradition re-
quest.

Militant amnesty: A wanted militant
turned himself in to Saudi diplomats in
Syria in response to a royal amnesty offer
that expires soon, Saudi newspapers report-

of in state Supreme Court
amid talks of a possible plea deal.

Napster case: A San Francisco judge has
refused to dismiss a suit brought by major
record companies against the original Nap-
ster’s deep-pocketed funders, Hummer Win-
blad and Bertelsmann AG.

U.S. District Judge Marilyn Hall Patel
made the decision Wednesday.

Universal Music Group and Capitol
Records allege that Hummer and Bertels-
mann did more than just write checks to on-
line music service’s inventor, Shawn Fan-
ning. The record companies say the inves-
tors maintained hands-on control over the
short-lived company and are, therefore, lia-
ble for copyright infringement.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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Philippines pulls more soldiers from Iraq

GI, four civilians wounded in car bombing
as insurgent attacks continue in Baghdad

U.S. deaths in Iraq

BY DANICA KIRKA
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The Philippines
withdrew 11 soldiers from Iraq
on Friday to meet the demands of
kidnappers holding a truck driver
hostage, ignoring warnings from
the United States that the move
sends the wrong signal to terror-
ists.

The decision to pull out the
head of the humanitarian mission
and 10 other soldiers outraged
Philippine  President  Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo’s allies in the
war on terror, who fear that bar-
gaining for the life of Angelo dela
Cruz will set a dangerous prece-
dent for the troops and citizens of
other coalition members.

American troops and their
Iraqi allies in the capital, Bagh-
dad, continued to face attacks. In-
surgents detonated a car bomb
targeting a U.S. military convoy
in Baghdad, wounding one U.S.
soldier and four civilians, the
American command and Iraqi po-
lice said.

‘Also Friday, attackers fired ma-
chine guns and rocket-propelled
grenades at an Iragi police patrol,
killing one and wounding anoth-
er, police officer Ammar Naji

aid.

The troubles came amid warn-
ings by interim Prime Minister
Iyad Allawi that insurgents would
hit harder in the coming weeks.
He announced the creation of a
new intelligence service Thurs-
day designed specifically to com-
bat terrorism and vowed to anni-
hilate guerrillas seeking to derail
efforts to bring peace.

Suicide bombings, shootings
and car bombs have rocked the
country since the transfer of sov-
ereignty from U.S. occupation offi-
cials to the interim government
on June 28.

The Associated Press

As of Thursday, 885 U.S. ser-
vicemembers have died since
the beginning of military opera-
tions in Iraq in March 2003, ac-
cording to the Defense Depart-
ment. Of those, 653 died as a re-
sult of hostile action and 232
died of nonhostile causes.

The British military has re-
ported S9 deaths; Italy, 18;
Spain, eight; Bulgaria and Po-
land, six each; Ukraine, four;
Slovakia, three; Thailand, two;
Denmark, El Salvador, Estonia,

Hungary, Latvia and the Nether-
lands have reported one death
each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 747 U.S. servicemem-
bers have died — 544 as a result
of hostile action and 203 of non-
hostile causes.

The latest deaths reported by

military:
B No deaths reported.
The latest |denuﬁcanons re-
ported by the milit:
B No identifications reported.

Insurgents also have kid-
napped dozens of outsiders in
hopes of pressuring countries tak-
ing part in the U.S.-led coalition
to withdraw. The strategy also ap-
pears intended to further isolate
the United States, which already
provides the bulk of the
160,000-member  multinational
force in Iraq.

The Philippines, with 7 million
workers overseas, proved particu-
lar susceptible. Arroyo faced over-
whelming domestic pressure
from citizens, many of whom
have family members working
abroad.

People lit candles and held
prayer vigils Friday for the safe
return of dela Cruz, who was
taken hostage while working as a
truck driver here.

Hours later, 11 Filipino troops
drove over the border into Ku-
wait in three vehicles and were
seen off by a delegation of U.S.
troops, said Lt. Col. Hashem Ab-
dullah, an Iraqi officer at the bor-
der town of Safwan.

Arroyo’s pullout decision does

not apply to thousands of Filipino
workers who work at U.S. bases
in Iraq, performing menial tasks
such as serving food and cleaning
toilets that free military person-
nel for crucial combat duty.

“The more than 4,000 Filipino
workers in Irag shouldn’t be
there in the first place,” said Con-
nie Regalado, head of Migrante, a
Filipino pressure group for over-
seas workers. “Most of them are
in U.S. military installations,
where they're the first target of
Iraqi rebels.”

Other coalition members, such
as Australian Prime Minister
John Howard, called the decision
a mistake.

“If you give in, the game’s over
and they will increase the intensi-
ty of their attacks,” he said.

White House press secretary
Scott McClellan said Thursday
the decision “sends the wrong sig-
nal to terrorists.”

Many of the attacks have been
blamed on Abu Musab al-Zarqaw-
i’s Tawhid and Jihad movement,
which earlier claimed responsibil-

insi

Al-Zargawi’s

ity for beheading U.S. business-
man Nicholas Berg and South Ko-
rean translator Kim Sun-il.

Wednesday it had killed a Bulgari-
an hostage and threatened to kill
his colleague. Video broadcast on
Al-Jazeera showed one of two Bul-
garian hostages, later identified
as Georgi Lazov, kneeling before
three masked men.

AP

An Iraqi police officer lifts a piece of a Volkswagen Beetle after a bomb
it exploded Friday. It targeted an American military convoy,
injuring one U.S. soldier and four civilians in Baghdad.

The same day, police discov-
ered a headless body northwest of
the city of Beiji. The remains
were turned over to the U.S. mili-
tary for identification, officials
said. Bulgaria said fingerprints
from the body had been sent
there for identification.

group  said

Associated Press
in Manila,
this report.

Hranjski
s, conmataa s

Bremer may
testify before
Congress

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — L. Paul
Bremer, the former head of the
US.-led occupauon in Iraq, may
testify about prison abuse at a con-
gressional hearing next week,
while more cases of possible mis-
treatment of Iraqi prisoners have
come to Congress’ attention and
need investigation by the Penta-
gon, a lawmaker said.

“Each day that comes along,
new incidents that occurred in
the past” are revealed and will
need to be investigated, Sen. John
Warner, chairman of the Senate
Armed Services Committee, said
Thursday.

Despite a number of hearings
and media revelations in the
months since the abuse scandal

L. Paul Bremer

broke, questions linger about the
extent of wrongdoing at U.S. mili-
tary prisons, how it happened and
who should be held accountable.

Before the Senate recesses
next week, Warner wants Bremer
to testify at a public hearing.

Pentagon creates new office to
deal with prisoner abuse reports

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld signed an order Friday creating the Of-
fice of Detainee Affairs, a Pentagon-level office to
deal primarily with the International Committee
of Red Cross and their reports of alleged prisoner
abuse.

“The key element here will be the relationship
with the International Red Cross,” said Ryan
Henry, principal deputy vy of de-

Who will head the new office and who will make
up the committee looking into the reports has yet
to be determined, he said, but the office will fall
under the Undersecretary for Policy, Doug Feith.

The office’s creation also is an attempt to repair
relations with the international committee, which
intercedes on U.S. servicemembers’ behalf if they
are taken prisoner.

The department “appreciates the work by the
International Red Cross,” Henry said.

“Not only do they help us understand how we
can do a better job, but they do a very critical job

fense for Policy.

The ICRC reportedly has filed many reports of
prisoner abuse and currently is accusing the De-
fense Department and CIA of hiding detainees.

“We want to have a system that can elevate
their concerns to keep policymakers as respon-
sively [sic] as possible,” Henry told Pentagon re-
porters. The office will be the “single focal point”
in talks between the ICRC and the Pentagon.

in our soldiers.”

Reports from the ICRC will now be “brought
from the field” to the centralized Pentagon office,
Henry said.

“In the past, they’ve been left at the field level,
but now they will be forwarded up” to be re-
viewed by a joint committee, make up of members
from the policy office, Joint Chiefs of Staff, and
service departments.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at: jontzs@stripes.osd.mil
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Idaho Gls told to use ‘themes’ with media

BY CHUCK OXLEY
The Associated Press

BOISE, Idaho — The Idaho Na-
tional Guard has told soldiers to
use five approved “themes” when
talking to the media, including
support for war in Iraq and confi-
dence in the superiority of Ameri-
can troops.

The suggestions were made on
the front page of “Snakebite,” the
official newsletter of the 116th
Brigade Combat Team.

It does not prohibit soldiers
from speaking about other issues,
but says that referring to the
themes “adds continuity to the
message we are portraying as a
unit.”

The other messages include

OK’d topics include support for war, confidence in U.S. troops

pride for being on active duty, ea-
gerness to work with coalition
forces and appreciation for fami-
ly and employers.

“Those themes are the things
we feel are consistent with what
we're doing. Those are the mes-
sages we want out there right
now,” said Capt. Monte Hibbert,
who wrote the article.

Hibbert spoke by telephone
from Fort Bliss, Texas, where he
is training with 2,000 other Idaho
guard members for a one-year
tour in Iraq thi

diers and their families in Idaho
newspapers and television.

Hibbert said he did not intend
to restrict soldiers’ comments to
the press.

Val Limburg, a journalism eth-
ics and law professor emeritus at
Washington ~ State  University,
said it would be unethical if sol-
diers were being asked to cover
up that was wrong. He

But Charles Sheehan-Mil
rector of the Washington-| based
Veterans for Common Sense, said
that's not the message that will be
perceived by most rank-and-file
soldiers.

“I suspect it’s going to be re-
ceived with a good deal of cyni-
cism,” he said, because the mil

The 116th started deploying sol-
diers to Texas in early June, and
there was heavy coverage of sol-

tary is i “trying to con-
trol the message, because the
leaders and the Pentagon have
taken a lot of hits on the war.”

said the approved themes were
more of a public relations issue.

Still, Limburg wondered if the
military was returning to an era
when it avoided uncontrolled
media contacts.

“In World War Two, we had a
War Department and everything
was cleared by the government
before it went out as news. And
the press went along with that be-
cause they wanted to win the war,

00,” he said.

During the Cold War and as re-
cently as the 1991 Gulf War, con-
tact between rank-and-file ser-
vice members and the media was
generally taboo. Military person-
nel were instructed to avoid talk-
ing to news reporters and to re-
port all contacts to their local pub-
lic affairs officer.

But Hibbert says the attitude
has changed over time, particular-
ly in the last decade and as news
technology has changed and re-
porters have become “embed-
ded” with particular units.

Because of the increased con-
tact, even the lowest privates now
receive training on dealing with
the media.

“We actually try to give them
some experience by simulating in-
terviews and role-playing,” Hib-
bert said.

U.S. drops
cowardice
charges

GI who sought help for
panic attacks cleared

The Associated Press

DENVER — The military has
decided not to pursue charges
against a U.S. soldier accused of
cowardice after he sought help
for panic attacks.

After Staff Sgt. Georg-Andreas
Pogany asked for counseling
while in Iraq, his commanders
sent him home to Fort Carson to
face a court-martial on a coward-
ice charge, which can be punish-
able by death.

The Army later replaced it with
the lesser dereliction-of-duty
charge, which could have put Pog-
any behind bars for six months.

On Thursday, Pogany and mili-
tary officials confirmed the case
is finished.

Sgt. 1st Class Blake Waltman, a
public affairs officer with the Ar-
my’s Special Operations Com-
mand at Fort Bragg, N.C., said
charges have been dropped be-
cause the military has learned
Pogany “may have a medical
problem that requires care and
treatment.”

Pogany, 32, had been the first
U.S. soldier since Vietnam to be
charged with cowardice.

A five-year veteran, Pogany
said his problems surfaced after
he saw the mangled body of an
Traqi man cut in half by Ameri-
can gunfire.

Pogany said he has physical
and psychological problems that
stem from brain damage caused
by a reaction to the anti-malaria
drug Lariam. He is part of a mili-
tary study looking into com-
plaints from U.S. troops exposed
to drugs and chemicals.

Pogany, assigned to a Green
Beret interrogation team with the
10th Special Forces Group, began
vomiting after seeing the Iraqi ci-
vilian’s body three days after
being sent to Iraq.

Pogany said he hopes to retire
from the Army soon.

Pinned by a star

FRANK MAGNI/Courtesy U.S. Army

Actor Vince Vaughn pins sergeant stripes on Joel Tilley, an anti-armor platoon gunner with Detachment D,
1st Battalion, 501st Parachute Infantry Regiment, during Tilley’s promotion ceremony July 3 at Forward

Operating Base Salerno, Afghanistan. Vaughn visited with troops,
with soldiers, in addition to helping make Tilley’s promotion offi

igned autographs and posed for photos
The actor has appeared in such movies

as “Made,” “Old School,” “Starsky and Hutch” and “Dodgeball.” Said Tilley: “I liked his movies, and since
he was going to be here | thought it would be kind of cool if he would pin me. It makes me proud that he
appreciated us enough to come over and show his [gratitudel].”

After prison scandal, Rumsfeld rarely seen

BY ROBERT BURNS
The Associated Press
WASHINGTON— Defense Secretary Donald H.

Rumsfeld, for years the most public face of the Bush
administration’s war on terrorism, has suddenly be-

come scarce.

Burdened by the Irag prisoner abuse scandal and

see him

“Whereas before the White House was happy to
speaking in public whenever he chose, now

it kind of cringes for fear of what the results might

be,” Thompson added.
Since an April 27 news conference — one day be-
fore CBS News broadcast photographs of U.S. sol-

diers abusing Iragis at the Abu Ghraib prison —

the Penlagon chlef who spearheaded the Afghani-
stan and Iraq wars has been relegated to a less visi-

ble role.

Once seemingly in danger of being fired over the
prisoner abuse, Rumsfeld appears to have survived.
Yet some wonder whether the White House might
still conclude he is a political liability and prefer he

leave this summer.

“Donald Rumsfeld has gone from being the most
popular for the Bush

had three.

Rumsfeld has appeared in the Pentagon briefing
room just twice, on May 4 and June 17. In April he
had four Pentagon news conferences; in March he

Larry Di Rita, the chief spokesman for Rumsfeld,

disputed the notion that the defense secretary has
moved off the public stage.

He said that since early May Rumsfeld has con-
ducted 12 news conferences or media appearances

at home and abroad, eight public speeches, seven

policies to something of a pariah,” said Loren Th-
ompson of the Lexington Institute, a think tank.

television or radio interviews and two public con-
hearings.

“He has probably reached millions of Americans
in those activities,” Di Rita said.

First class for Gls

DALLAS — Eight soldiers
flying home from Iraq for two
‘weeks of R&R flew in style in-
stead of coach after first-class
passengers offered to swap
seats with them.

“The soldiers were very,
very happy, and the whole air-
craft had a different feeling,”
flight attendant Lorrie Gam-
mon told The Dallas Morning
News in Thursday’s editions.

le June 29 seat-swap on
American Airlines Flight 866
from Atlanta to Chicago start-
ed before boarding, when a
businessman approached one
of the soldiers and traded his
seat.

When the swapping was
done, “the other two first-class
passengers wanted to give up
their seats, too, but they
couldn’t find any more sol-
diers,” Gammon said.

Another flight attendant,
Candi Spradlin, said she was
impressed with the acts of
good will.

Marine’s return

QUANTICO, Virginia — It
could be weeks or months be-
fore a Marine who disap-
peared in Iraq and later
turned up in Lebanon is
deemed fit to return to duty, a
spokesman said.

Cpl. Wassef Ali Hassoun ar-
rived at Quantico Marine base
on Thursday after leaving Ger-
many, where he had under-
gone six days of evaluation at a

.S, pital.
Lt. Col. David Lapan, a Ma-
rine Corps spokesman, said
Hassoun would continue to un-
dergo a “repatriation” process
the military support team
monitoring his recovery de-
cides he is ready to go back to
work. His home station is
Camp Lejeune, North Caroli-

na.

Hassoun has not been ac-
cused of any offense, although
the Marines said after he disap-
peared June 20 in Iraq that he
was an “unauthorized ab-
sence.”

He reappeared July 8 at the
U.S. Embassy in Beirut. It re-
mains unclear how he traveled
from Iraq to Lebanon, where
he was born and still has some
relatives.

From The Associated Press
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Army looking to recruit
from Air Force and Navy

BY LISA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — With
30,000 billets to fill in the next
two years and missions in Iraq
and Afghanistan to man for the
foreseeable future, the Army is
hoping to entice sailors and air-
men to switch uniforms.

The Army’s new “Operation
Blue to Green” program is de-
signed to attract members of the
Air Force and Navy, which unlike
the Army are trying to shave the
size of their respective forces.

The Army began working on
the program about four months
ago, and a few finishing touches
remain before the program is
launched, according to Brig. Gen.
Sean Byrne, the Army’s Director
of Military Personnel Policy.

But the Army already has post-
ed an advertisement for Blue to
Green on its Web site,
Wwww.goarmy.com, as was first re-
ported by U.S. News & World Re-

port.

Meanwhile, over the next 14
months, Army recruiters will go
to Navy and Air Force bases to
talk to servicemembers who
might be eligible for the transfer
program, Byrne said in a Friday
roundtable discussion with Penta-
gon reporters.

“We are going to actively re-

Such servicemembers are at-
tractive to the Army because “It’s
a population that has already
served and been successful in
their career,” he said.

The new program is pamcular-
ly focused on sailors and airmen
in grades E-1 to E-5, Byrne said,
as well as “some junior officers
with the skills we need.”

Selectees will undergo a
four-week version of boot camp
that the Army is calling the “War-
rior Transition Course,” to be
held at Fort Knox, Ky., Byrne
said.

The Warrior course will re-
place the normal nine-week boot
camp the Army uses to train indi-
viduals with prior experience
from other services who move
into the Army.

The goal is to ensure that
“there’s no break in service” for
those who are selected for the pro-
gram, Byrne said — including en-
suring that servicemembers re-
ceive a continuous paycheck and
no interruptions to medical and
other benefits.

The Army is looking in particu-
lar for enlisted personnel whose
Air Force Specialty Code or Navy
rate convert directly to an Army
Military Occupational Specialty,
Byrne said.

cruit these
wuh the full concurrence and sup-

” of the Navy and Air Force,
Byme said.

y
have found 120 AFSCs that trans-
late directly into 37 Army MOSs.
Army MOS ies are broad-

er than the Air Force’s, Byrne ex-
plained.

The Navy has 112 ratings that
translate directly into 42 Army
MOSs, Byrne said.

Servicemembers whose AFSC
or rate transfer directly into an
MOS will receive any enlistment
bonus that the Army currently of-
fers for that skill, Byrne said.

The Army will also consider ac-
cepting airmen and sailors whose
specialty does not directly con-
vert to the Army MOS, but who
are willing to reclassify and learn
a new skill the Army needs,
Byrne said.

Airmen and sailors who are re-
classifying will also receive any
bonus that is available for their
new MOS, Byrne said.

Those servicemembers will nat-
urally require additional skills
training once they graduate from
the Warrior course, Byrne said.

Bonuses aren’t guaranteed for
servicemembers who sign up for
Blue to Green.

But such stipends are relatively
plentiful in the Army — 190 out of
the Army’s 345 MOSs have a sign-
ing bonus, Byrne said. For MOSs
that offer bonuses, the average sti-
pend for a three-year enlistment
is $4,200, while the average
bonus for a six-year hitch is
$8,300, Byrne said.

For more information on Operation Blue
toGreen, goto

joarmy.com/btg/index.htm
E-mail Lisa Burgess at

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Navy of-
ficials anticipate between 400
and 600 sailors will use the ser-
vice’s Early Transition Pro-
gram, which lets eligible sailors
separate up to 12 months earlier
than planned.

The program has been
changed since being introduced
last year, and will let sailors sep-
arate a year early, rather than
six months.

About 560 sailors took advan-
tage of the program last year,
said Lt jg Kyle Raines, a
spokesman for Navy Personnel
Command.

“We want all of our good sail-
ors to stick around and stay
Navy ... and this is really de-
signed for those who have jobs
or educational opportunities
lined up, and we're giving them
the opportunity to fill those per-
sonal goals a year earlier,”
Raines said.

The program is not available
to sailors under a selective re-en-
listment bonus or in a rating
that is SRB eligible, or in who
are SEALS (Sea, Air and Land),
explosive ordnance disposal,
divers or Special Warfare Com-
batant-craft Crewman, or in a

nuclear rating.
“Of the sailors in those special
categories, the reasoning

they’re not eligible is because

they are in critical or under-

manned ratings, or because we

oﬁered them SRBs for re-enlist-
" Raines said.

U.S. Navy expands
its early-out plan

Sailors can submit requests,
going through their cl
command, to Navy Personnel
Command. Al separations
under the program must be ef-
fected by Sept. 15.

For the most part, officials an-
ticipate mostly first-termers
will take advantage, Raines
said. “They make up the largest
percentage of people gemng out
of the Navy anyway, an
ly, the longer you're in, the long—
er likely to stay.”

“For sailors with impending
educational or civilian career
plans, this program could offer
Jjust the extra time and opportu-
nity they need to get started on a
new life,” Vice Adm. Gerry Hoe-
wing, chief of Naval Personnel,
said in a statement. “I am de-
lighted that this great retention
‘we are continuing to experience
has allowed us to offer the pro-
gram again this year.”

As of June, the Navy was on
pace to retain 59.6 percent of eli-
gible sailors in Zone A, or those
with less than six years of ser-
vice, for fiscal 2004. The goal is
56 percent. In Zone B (those
with six to 10 years of service)
the pace is 73.2 percent, above
the target of 70 percent.

The percentages do not count
those whose applications have
yet to be processed, Raines said.

If the Navy surpasses its reten-
tion goals, officials could adjust
recruitment goals to keep per-
sonnel numbers in check.

More information found in Navy
message NAVADMIN 151/04, and
www.bupers.navy.mil/

iontzs@stripes.osd.mil

technology to ensure the

items purchased properly match the
item featured on coupons. This saves
cashiers from having to take the time

to manually examine the shopper’s

coupons to determine whether they

are for the exact product being
bought.

Coupons still will be accepted six
months past the expiration date,
according to the Defense Commis-
sary Agency, Europe.

aries in Europe have upgrad-

Europe commissaries
upgrade with coupon
scanning technology

New equipment makes sure discount
is for exact product being purchased

BY JESSICA INIGO
Stars and Stripes

DARMSTADT, Germany —
technology upgrade to commissar-
ies in Europe now ensures shop-
pers are using the correct cou-
pons to purchase their groceries.

All commissaries in Europe
completed the computer upgrade
about two weeks ago.

Previously, coupons were man-
ually inspected and sometimes
used for the wrong product, ac-
cording to Kay Blakley, consum-
er advocate for Defense Commis-
sary Agency, Europe.

Now, computers compare the
product code to the item listed on
the coupon and, if there is not an
exact match, the coupon is kicked
back, Blakley said.

Because of the upgrade, some
shoppers may experience prob-
lems with their coupons not being
accepted. Blakley suggests closer
inspection when using coupons.

“We certainly do not want to
discourage people from using cou-
pons,” Blakely said. “If a shopper
uses coupons for extra savings,
more power to them.”

She said shoppers must select
the exact product featured on a
coupon. For example, if a coupon
offers savings for a specific name
brand of a 16-ounce package of
dry soup, a shopper cannot use
the coupon on the same brand of
canned soup.

“It’s got to be an exact match,
or it won't go,” she said.

Coupons should be given to the
cashier prior to the transaction,
with the exception of two-for-one
or buy-one-get-one-free coupons.
These are best left with the prod-
ucts.

Coupons in Europe are still ac-
cepted six months after the expi-
ration date.
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On common ground

NATO’s first senior NCO steps up effort
to standardize alliance’s enlisted corps

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY

Stars and Stripes

CASTEAU, Belgium — On a re-
cent tour of NATO installations, a
Turkish soldier approached the
top noncommissioned officer at
NATO to commend him for trying
to improve the alliance’s enlisted
corps.

“You give us hope,” Marine
Corps Sgt. Maj. Alford L. Mc-
Michael said, repeating what the
senior soldier had said. “You
make us dream, again. We can be
important to our country.”

The effort to elevate — through
training and education — the pos-
ture and performance of the
NATO enlisted corps is primarily
aimed at NATO’s newer mem-
bers, nations such as Estonia or
Romania. But even old allies rec-
ognize the value of setting a uni-
form standard and sticking to it,
McMichael said.

Achieving a level of standard-
ization in areas such as job perfor-
mance and personal conduct will
take time to sink in, perhaps as
long as a generation, said Mc-
Michael, the alliance’s first senior
NCO. And yet that’s a main focus
of his and Gen. James L. Jones,
the supreme allied commander
Europe.

“Some of these nations only
think leadership starts at the top,
so they become stagnant,” Mc-
Michael said during a recent in-
terview in his office at SHAPE
headquarters in Casteau.

“In our system,” he said, “we
teach leadership from the lowest
level.

“So, if something happens to [a
unit’s officer], a platoon sergeant
doesn’t wait until a new captain
gets sent out to a fight. He steps
up and leads the charge.”

A case in point is the NCO cam-
paign itself.

McMichael was set to retire
last year after a four-year hitch as
the Marine Corps’ command ser-
geant major. Jones, who has
known and worked with Mc-
Michael for years, asked him to
consider postponing his retire-
ment to help the alliance develop
amore professional NCO corps.

The 52-year-old took Jones up
on his offer, arriving at SHAPE a
year ago.

“The biggest apprehension
came from the established coun-
tries, because they thought their
culture would have to change,”
McMichael said. “We're not ask-
ing [them] to change. We're ask-
ing [them] to partner with us to
help us bring the others up to that
level.”

In September, McMichael and
his staff plan to present Jones
with a formal set of standards to
guide the alliance’s NCO corps.
The standards focus on such is-

Defense measure
will help fund war

BY ALAN FRAM
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House-Senate bargainers agreed on a $417
billion defense bill that includes $25 billion for U.S. forces in Iraq
and i

A year ago, at the urging of Gen. James L. Jones, supreme al

KEVIN DOUGHERTY/Stars and Stripes
ied

The compromise measure, which is mostly for 2005, also has
money for war refugees in Sudan and American diplomats in
Baghdad and Kabul. And it will provide $25 million each for but-
tressing security this summer in Boston and New York as they
host, ively, the ic and i identi
nominating conventions.

Congress is expected to approve the legislation next week, law-
‘makers’ last stretch of work before recessing until September.

With troops under fire in Iraq and Afghanistan, President Bush
‘and members of both parties want the measure completed before
the political party gatherings.

Speed is also a factor because lawmakers and the Pentagon are
not sure there would otherwise be enough cash to pay for the two
wars in the final weeks of the government’s budget year, which
runs through Sept. 30.

House Appropriations Committee Chairman Bill Young and
other lawmakers said the legislation includes the $25 billion Bush
requested in May for U.S. operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. The
money will be available as soon as the bill is enacted.

The $25 billion is expected to be less than half what will ulti-
‘mately be needed for the two wars next year.

commander Europe, Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Alford L. McMichael —

shown above with hundreds of commemorative coins he has accumu-
lated through the years — delayed his retirement to become the first
senior issi officer to NATO’s enlisted force.

sues as good order and discipline,
training and personal appear-
ance. A formal definition of an
NCO is still in the works, but a
preliminary draft refers to non-
commissioned officers as “the
backbone” of the alliance.

“The NCOs are going to be key
to this new NATO Response
Force,” said U.S. Air Force Col.
Mark P. Sullivan, commandant of
the NATO School in Oberammer-
gau, Germany.

At the 2002 summit in Prague,
Czech Republic, NATO nations
concluded that the alliance need-
ed to transform itself to stay rele-
vant in a changing world. Among
other things, the allies decided to
form a quick response force and
to create a leaner and more flexi-
ble force structure, one that em-
powers NCOs and follows a com-
mon standard.

To address the last issue, the al-
liance has decided to create an
academy for NCOs assigned to, or
working with, the alliance.
There’s no firm date, but it’s like-
ly to happen sooner rather than
later.

“This is overdue,” Sullivan
said. “We’ve needed this for some
time.”

Up until a couple of years ago,
the NATO School in Oberammer-
gau was open only to officers.
However, expansion and the Part-
nership for Peace program for
non-NATO nations led the school
to open its doors on a limited
basis to NCOs, though Sullivan
noted there was some resistance
at first.

Sullivan said instructors have
found an incredible discrepan-
cy” in some classroom groups be-
tween students of various nations.

Catherine Combe is a senior
noncommissioned officer in the
French army. She also teaches at
Oberammergau and finds many
of the students eager to learn.

“They don’t even know what
they are hungry for,” Combe said.

And yet, she adds, all of the
time and money and effort go to
waste if the sponsoring nation
doesn’t display the same eager-
ness to improve.

McMichael says he can help on
that front by putting a NATO, not
an American, face on it, and by
preaching the team concept.

“Our goal,” he said, “is the next
generation.”

E-mail Kevin Dougherty at:
doughertyk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Alamo's weekend special offers you a choice of
all available car groups for only € 65, You have from Frid
midday until Monday 10.00 am to discover the bast of

Garmany,

wwaw.alamo.de

can 01805 - 46 25 26
o reserve a car or for more
:nrurmanlnn.

T ree inchofis wnimited minage, COW, Theft Potscaen, Lisilin Insursnss, Vatich Licance
Fem nd VAT O is vl for st cissmencing by the 31 Masch 2005 in o) paiipeing
Ipestiona, fan Aiort Fes wil bs chared for rnls cammancing at an aimort location|. Sebjoct
10wl Toms and Coreitors.




Saturday, July 17, 2004 - STARS AND STRIPES -

MORE THAN MOTION.

Even when standing still, the MINI Cooper S accelerates - your pulse
at least. With 163 hp (120 kW) and a maximum speed of 218 km/h,
this car is more than sprightly.

If you're interested in combining driving pleasure with pace, this is
the car for you. Made even all the more attractive by our all-inclusive
four-year warranty. So let's get started! Ask your BMW Military Sales.
Agent for further details.
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Study: Too few family members get support

jamily support profession-
als and volunteers have

ams o
help military  families
cope with longer, more

frequent separations due to opera-

tions in Iraq and Afghanistan.

But weaknesses in coordina-
tion, communication and com-
mand oversight still deny too
many families access to the infor-
mation and help they need, says a
new study by the National Mili-
tary Family Association.

Just as the operational military
must transform missions and
force structure for a protracted
war on terrorism so must family
support change for a new era,
says the report, “Serving the
Home Front: An Analysis of Mili-
tary Family Support from Septem-
ber 11 2001, through March 31,
2004.

Stabilizing military home life
requires more command involve-
ment, better marketing and out-
reach to families living off base,
standardized staff training, and
stronger partnerships with com-
munities including local agen-
cies, schools and even media, the
report says.

NMFA, the “voice of military
families,” wrote the report based
on responses from more than
2,500 military spouses to an on-
line survey. NMFA also conduct-
ed spouse focus groups and asked
famlly support providers to com-
plete MFA

shaped recommendations and
wrote the 36-page report.

Joyce Wessel Raezer, NMFA di-
rector of government relations,
said family support programs
weren't ready for the number and
length of deployments and mobili-
zations ordered since the 9/11 at-
tacks.

“There were a
lot of programs
that people thought
would work. What
wasn’t anticipated
was the extra bur-
den of communic:
ing what's avail-
able, helping fami-
lies sort out realis-
tic expectations.”

Managing expec-
tations are the chal-
lenge she said,

“every time a de-
ployment is extended or commu-
nication with a servicemember
breaks down. Nobody was pre-
pared to take that on, to say,
‘We've got to do some educating
here to help our families more re-
alistically understand what to ex-
pect.””

Family support before 9/11 as-
sumed predictable, limited de-

feam then analyzed the results,

more for hundreds of thousands

Pentagon

CHANNEL

not tours of a year or

Tom Philpott

of troops, many of them mobi-
lized National Guard members
and reservists.

“A church would say ‘Let’s get
asupport group for families of de-
ployed servicemembers.’ That's a
nice idea,” said Raezer. “But how
do you sustain those volunteer ef-

&k There were a lot of programs that
people thought would work. What
wasn’t anticipated was the extra
burden of communicating what’s

available, helping families sort out

realistic expectations.¥¥

Joyce Wessel Raezer
NMFA director of government relations

forts over the long term?”

The report emphasizes the posi-
tive, describing successful initi
tives and encouraging broad re-
forms. It doesn’t press for new,
costly programs. It seeks better
coordination, more aggressive
and thoughtful communication,
consistency in family support
training.

Susan Evers, project coordina-
tor, has a husband and two sons

MiLITARY UPDATE :

in the Army. One son completed a
tour in Iraq. The other could be
sent. Evers said she hopes the re-
port is read “by everyone, from
headquarter staffs and service
leaders down to unit command-
ers and volunteers, so that at
every level they learn how to im-

prove on what they
do for families.”

Some of what’s
being done is ex-
traordinary and
imaginative, NMFA
officials found. Its
own study was fund-
ed by Sears, Roe-
buck and Co., with
part of a $2 million
donation to NMFA.
Most of that money
is underwriting Op-
eration Purple, spe-
cial summer camps
for military children in the Unit-
ed States to help deal with the
stress of parents deployed. The
full NMFA report and details of
Operation Purple can be found at
www.nmfa.org.

But NMFA also found disap-
pointing levels of support. Frus-
tration is higher among families
living off base and, in some cases,
hundreds of miles from military

communities and base support
programs. NMFA took special
note of problems for families in
understanding Tricare, accessing
preventive mental health servic-
es and finding childcare.

Lisa Clay, whose husband Don
is a Marine Corps platoon ser-
geant running daily patrols in
Iraq, helped research and write
the report. Military spouses over-
all, she said, “aren’t disgruntled”
but they expect more thoughtful,
coordinated help. Clay recalled,
for example, that a hospital com-
mander arranged a briefing for
families on changes to Tricare.
But it occurred at 11 am. on a
weekday when many spouses are
working.

Clay also noted that deploying
troops are encouraged to provide
spouses with powers of attorney.
Yet some base finance offices
don’t even recognize those pow-
ers, turn away spouses seeking
copies of, or changes to, member
leave and earnings statements,
she said.

With family support programs
so dependent on command in-
volvement, one of NMFA’s many
recommendations is that atten-
tion to family needs be made a
rated item on unit or base com-
manders’ fitness reports.
Comments are welcomed. Write Military
Update, P.0. Box 231111, Centreville, VA
20120-1111, e-mail milupdate@aol.com
or visit: www.militaryupdate.com
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Sailors recoup lost
beer day in Naples

BY KENDRA HELMER
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — In the second
aircraft carrier visit to Naples
this month, sailors are packing
local and base businesses.

On its cruise home to Norfolk,
Va., the USS George Washington
arrived Wednesday for a port
call. After spending nearly five
months in the Persian Gulf, sever-
al of the 5,000 sailors said all they
wanted to do was relax rather
than run around seeing the sites.

U.K. terror exercise

Americans in the United
Kingdom may encounter a
mock terror alert in the central
part of the country Sunday.

Exercise Horizon will engage
more than 2,000 law enforce-
ment and medical officials and
400 volunteer “casualties” to
test their response to a poison
gas attack. It will take place at
an undisclosed location.

Air Force members stationed
at RAF Lakenheath and RAF
Mildenhall will not participate
in the exercise, according to
base public affairs officers.
From staff reports

Dozens of sailors packed the Ca-
podichino base bar Thursday af-
ternoon.

“We got stressed out,” said
Petty Officer 3rd Class Alex
Luzon. “It was good to get to Italy
with the cool weather,” he said.
Though temperatures here are in
the 90s, he said it beats launching
and recovering aircraft in the tri-
ple-digit temperatures of the
Gulf.

The carrier and Carrier Air
Wing 7 have flown more than
7,200 sorties since leaving Nor-
folk on Jan. 20. For Operation
Iraqi Freedom, it launched more
than 1,500 sorties, dropping about
82 tons of ordnance in support of
ground troops in Iraq, said Lt.
John E. Gay, ship spokesman.

“The sentiment we got from the
ground troops was just the fact
that aircraft came from the area
seemed to deter any uprising,”
Gay said.

The carrier was in the Gulf
from Feb. 17 through July 5. Sail-
ors also had a port visit to Souda
Bay, Crete, and three visits to
Jebel Ali, United Arab Emirates.

At one point, sailors spent 52
days at sea. Normally after 45
straight days at sea with no port
call, sailors are treated to a
steel-beach picnic — a barbecue

KENDRA HELMER;Stars and Sripes

Sailors who work long hours launching and recovering aircraft on the
aircraft carrier USS George Washington enjoy a day off by drinking
some cold ones Thursday at the base club in Naples, Italy.

held on the flight deck — and two
beers apiece. Several sailors
grumbled that they didn’t get a
beer day.

“Our morale is so low, the only
thing we want to do is drink,” said
Petty Officer 3rd Class James
Moore, a fire controlman.

The decision whether to have a
beer day was at the discretion of
the commanding officer, Capt.
Martin Erdossy, Gay said.

“Quite frankly, we couldn’t
take the day off,” Gay said.

While several sailors relaxed at
the bar, scores of others shopped
downtown and on base and trav-
eled to Rome and Pompeii.

“It’s been a great L

said Chief Warrant Officer 2
Charles Gunter, a radio officer, as
he shopped at the Navy Ex-
change. “[The port visit] is like
coming home.”

Gunter previously was sta-
tioned in Naples. He has caught
up with friends and bought leath-
er purses for his wife and Italian
gifts for his S-year-old son, who
was born here.

“Now I'm broke,” he said, smil-

ing.

Also in port in Naples is the
USS  Roosevelt, a Mayport,
Fla-based destroyer that isn’t
part of the Washington strike
group.
E-mail Kendra Helmer at:

lectripes.osd.

AF Academy
begins random
steroid checks

BY ROBERT WELLER
The Associated Press

DENVER — The Air Force
Academy has begun randomly
testing everyone from cadets to ci-
vilian employees for steroids
amid an investigation into the use
of the drug among students.

The tests began last month and
include active-duty military per-
sonnel at the school and students
at the academy’s preparatory
school, along with about 4,000 ca-
dets and a handful of civilian
workers.

Four cadets, including two
members of the Air Force foot-
ball team, were charged with pos-
session or distribution of steroids,
the school announced last week.
A fifth cadet is under investiga-
tion, academy spokesman Johnny
‘Whitaker said.

The school announced the
charges against running back
Matthew Ward and linebacker
Overton Spence Jr., along with
two other cadets, on July 6. Ward
and Spence were suspended from
the football team during the inves-
tigation, academy spokeswoman
Capt. Kim Melchor said.

The school’s superintendent
will decide whether Spence and
Ward should face a court-martial.
The other two, Eric M. Swartz
and Jonathan S. Belkowitz, also
could face a court-martial.

Buy Stripes this Sunday and
every Sunday to get your Scene
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IN THE STATES

AP

Martha Stewart is flanked by her lawyers Robert Morvillo, left, and John Tigue outside Manhattan federal
court after her sentencing Friday in New York. Stewart was sentenced Friday to five months in prison and five
months of home confinement for lying about a stock sale. She also received 5 months of home detention.

Martha Stewart receives
5-month prison sentence

BY ERIN McCLAM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Domestic icon
Martha Stewart was handed a
prison term of just five months
Friday for lying about a stock
sale. After asking the judge for le-
niency, she emerged defiant from
the courthouse to say she was
being perseeuted and declared,
“T'll be back.”

“I'm not afraid. Not afraid what-
soever. I'm very sorry it had to
come to this,” she told a crowd of
media and supporters afterward,
speaking in a strong voice on the
courthouse steps.

Stewart, who was also ordered
to serve five months of home con-
finement and fined $30,000, did
win a key victory when U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Miriam Gold-
man Cedarbaum stayed her sen-
tence pending appeal, a process
that could last many months.

Peter Bacanovic, the high-pow-
ered stockbroker who was convict-
ed along with Stewart of lying
about her stock sale in December
2001, received the same sentence
of five months in prison and five

Details of Martha Stewart’s
sentence, handed down Friday
by U.S. District Judge Miriam
Goldman Cedarbaum:

M PRISON: Five months. Ce-
darbaum accepted a defense re-
quest that the Bureau of Prisons
assign Stewart to a federal pris-
on in Danbury, Conn., close to
her home in Westpon Stewart
will be allowed to stay out of
prison while she appeals her
conviction.

B HOME DETENTION: Five
months, following the prison
term. Stewart chose her home in
Bedford, N.Y. She must remain
in her home except for employ-
ment activities, medical appoint-
‘ments, religious observances —

Stock punishment

but those exceptions must total
no more than hours per
week. For one day a week, she
‘may not leave under any circum-
stances. Cedarbaum is consider-
ing whether Stewart must wear
an electronic monitoring brace-
let on her ankle. Must pay any
costs associated with home de-
tention, as determined by a pro-
bation officer.

M SUPERVISED RELEASE:
Two years, in which Stewart
‘must report to a probation offic-

er.
W FINE: $30,000. Must pay im-
mediately.
B COURT FEE: $400. Must
pay immediately.
— The Associated Press

months home confinement.
Stewart’s sentence also was far
less than it could have been. Ex-
perts had predicted she would re-
ceive 10 to 16 months for her con-
viction on charges she lied to fed-
eral prosecutors about the reason
and circumstances surrounding

her well-timed sale of stock in Im-
Clone Systems Inc.

In the courtroom, Stewart, 62,
projected a much less confident
image, appealing in a shaky voice
for a reduced sentence and asking
the judge to “remember all the
good I have done.”

AP requests release of Bush service records

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Associ-
ated Press asked a federal judge
Friday to order the Pentagon to
quickly turn over a full copy of
President Bush’s military service
record.

The White House has released
partial documentation of Bush’s
military service in the Texas Air
National Guard but has not com-
plied with the news service’s
Freedom of Information Act re-
quest for any record archived at a
state library records center in

Texas the AP said in a court fil-

Recnrdﬁ released so far do not
put to rest questions over wheth-
er Bush fulfilled his National
Guard service for a period during
the Vietnam War, the AP argued
in papers filed in ‘federal court in
New York.

Those records came from feder-
al records clearinghouses. Texas
law requires separate record
keeping for state National Guard
service, and those records should
exist on microfilm in Austin, the
AP said.

“A significant, ongoing contro-
versy exists over the president’s
military service during the Viet-
nam War, specifically whether he
performed his required service
between May and October 1972,”
lawyers for the AP wrote.

“The public has an intense and
legitimate interest in knowing the
facts concerning the president’s
military service. Reviewing the
microfilm copy of the personnel
file at the Texas Records center
could well answer the questions
that have been raised,” the law-
yers wrote.

Medicare changes
policy to now regard
obesity as an illness

BY ELIZABETH WOLFE
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Medicare
now recognizes obesity as an ill-
ness, a change in policy that may
allow millions of overweight
Americans to make medic:
claims for treatments such as
stomach surgery and diet pro-
grams.

Health and Human Services

type 2 diabetes, cardiovascular
disease, several types of cancer
and gallbladder disease — the
previous policy meant that
weight-loss therapies have often
been denied coverage.

“The medical science will now
determine whether we provide
coverage for the treatments that
reduce complications and im-
prove quality of life for the mi
lions of Medicare beneficiaries

Secretary Tommy Thompson who are obese,” said Mark Mc-
said, “Obesi i . Clellan, ad-
is a critical &k The medical science ministrator of

public health
problem in our

will now determine

the  federal
Centers ~ for

country  that ) Medicare and
causes mil-  whether we provide  Medicaid Ser-
lions of Ame; vices, which
cans to suffer coverage for the oversees

unnecess: a i -
health  prob- treatments that heah insue
lems and to die ol rams for the
prematurely.” reduce glderly, dis-
ety complications and abled and
nesses _results Some de-

in_billions of
dollars in

improve quality of
life for the millions

tractors of the
change said it

health-care is based on un-
costs, Thomp- of Medicare sound  sci-
son said. o ence.

“With  this beneficiaries “We have a
new  policy, tremendously
Medicare will who are obese. ¥ exaggerated

be able to re-
view scientific
evidence in
order to deter-
mine which in-
terventions im-
prove health outcomes for se-
niors and disabled Americans
who are obese,” Thompson told a
Senate panel on Thursday.

With the removal of language
in Medicare policy that said obesi-
ty is not an illness, beneficiaries
will be able to request a govern-
ment review of medical evidence
to determine whether certain
treatments for obesity can be cov-
ered.

Though Medicare and Medic-
aid programs cover sicknesses
caused by obesity — including

Mark McClellan

Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services

fear of higher
than average
weight in this
culture,” said
University of
Colorado law
professor Paul Campos, author of
“The Obesity Myth.”

“What's partly baseless is this
notion that the government needs
to intervene to make Americans
thinner,” Campos said.

HHS said the policy change is
not expected to immediately alter
Medicare coverage, and no fig-
ures were provided on potential
costs to taxpayers. The Medicare
agency said it may meet this fall
to review scientific evidence on
various surgical procedures relat-
ed to obesity.

Administrator,

—Pentagon

CHANNEL
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. for military news and
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Judge strikes ban
on violent games

State’s law covering some mature
video game sales ruled too narrow

BY GENE JOHNSON

The Associated Press

SEATTLE — A federal judge
struck down Washington state’s
ban on selling some violent video
games to minors, calling it a viola-
tion of free speech.

U.S. District Judge Robert Las-
nik wrote Thursday that depic-
tions of violence have been used
throughout the country’s history
to convey important social mes-
sages, and that the Supreme
Court has never upheld bans on vi-
olent depictions under obscenity
laws.

The state’s ban sought to pre-
vent minors from buying or rent-
ing games that portray “realistic
or photographic-like depictions of
aggressive conflict” in which the
players kill or injure law enforce-
ment officers. The law included a
provision to fine retailers $500 for
violations.

Lasnik said the law was too nar-
row because it arbitrarily banned

violence against police officers
but not other depictions of vio-
lence, and too broad because it
was unclear what games would
fall under the ban.

“Would a game built around
‘The Simpsons’ or the ‘Looney
Tunes’ characters be ‘realistic’
enough to trigger the act?” he
wrote.

“The real problem is that [a
store] clerk might know every-
thing there is to know about the
game and yet not be able to deter-
mine whether it can legally be
sold to a minor.”

To obey the law, he said, store
clerks would tend to be overly
cautious in selling games to mi-
nors and game makers would
tend to be overly cautious in de-
signing them — resulting in a
chilling effect on free speech.

The game industry welcomed
the ruling and said it will contin-
ue to encourage retailers to volun-
tarily refuse to sell mature-rated
games to children under 17, as
movie theaters voluntarily check

SHNS

Video games such as Microsoft's
XBox game “Dead to Rights” have
beat Washington state’s attempt
to ban selling some violent
electronic games to minors.

IDs for youngsters heading into
R-rated movies.

“We were obviously really grati-
fied by the ruling,” said Doug Lo-
wenstein, president of the Wash-
ington, D.C.-based Entertainment
Software Association.

The state argued that the law fo-
cused on the state’s compelling in-
terest in curbing hostile and
anti-social  behavior  among
youths, including violence and ag-
gression toward law enforcement
officers.

The ban never took effect. Las-
nik barred its implementation
last summer until he had a
chance to review its constitution-
ality.

BY LESLIE HOFFMAN
The Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, NM. —
All classified work at Los Alam-
os National Laboratory has
come to a halt while officials
conduct a wall-to-wall inventory
of sensitive data.

The unprecedented
stand-down began at noon
Thursday, and the inventory of
CDs, floppy disks and other data
storage devices is expected to
be completed within days, lab
spokesman Kevin Roark said.

The stand-down comes after
the lab reported last week that
two items containing classified
information turned up missing.
The items were identified only
as removable data storage devic-
es.

Itis the latest in a series of em-
barrassments that have prompt-
ed federal officials to put the
Los Alamos management con-
tract held by the University of
California up for bid for the first
time in the 61-year history of
the lab.

The Energy Department has
announced that Deputy Energy
Secretary Kyle McSlarrow and
Linton Brooks, head of the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Adminis-
tration, will personally oversee

Los Alamos stands down
after lab security lapse

the pmbe into the latest security

Energy Secretary Spencer
Abraham said he told McSlar-
row earlier this week to use “all
available mechanisms” to find
the missing items, including
polygraphs.

Despite efforts to reduce the
lab’s inventory of removable
data storage devices and re-
vamp custodial policies for the
material, officials said some em-
ployees are simply not following
the rules.

“This is the third incident in
about eight months. Part of me
wants to say, ‘Get rid of the
damn labs,” ” said Ward Conner-
ly, university regent, in San
Francisco. However, he said he
doesn’t believe another institu-
tion could do the job as well.

Lab and university officials re-
iterated pledges to protect na-
tional security and said a cul-
ture change is needed at the lab.

“This behavior and these
breaches of national security
won't be tolerated,” regents
chairman Gerald Parsky said.

The university hasn’t decided
whether to compete for the man-
agement contract when it ex-
pires next year, although re-
gents have told staff to prepare
as though they will.
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IN THE WORLD

AP

A relative carries the body of a boy, a victim of a fire at the Lord Krish-
na Middle School, outside the Kumbakonam General Hospital mortuary
Friday in Kumbakonam, India. A fire at the school killed at least 84
students and wounded 22 more, officials said.

School fire in India
kills 84, injures 22

BY S. SRINIVASAN
The Associated Press

KUMBAKONAM, India —
Flames swept through a
thatch-roofed school Friday, trap-
ping dozens of children who
clawed at brick and concrete in
vain to escape after many of their
teachers fled. At least 84 children
were killed and 22 injured.

No teachers died, and a senior
fire officer said it was because
they abandoned the children and
fled. But the district government
administrator said it was too
early to know, and he noted that
some 700 children got out alive
and were likely aided by teach-
ers.
The fire started in a kitchen
and jumped across the flamma-
ble roofs of the three-story, pri-
vate Lord Krishna Middle School,
said J. Radhakrishnan, the admin-
istrator for the Thanjavur dis-
trict, 1,300 miles south of New
Delhi, India’s capital.

e said that when the fire
began at 11 a.m., the building was
packed with 800 students — most
aged 6 to 13 — in rooms shared
by up to six classes at a time.

Afterward, local television
showed dozens of small, black-
ened bodies piled two or three
deep, covering the entire floor in-
side a large hall. Some died a hos-
pital, screaming in pain or lying
unconscious in a large emergen-
cy ward.

Doctors applied ointment on
the scalded bodies of the injured,

More world stories

on Page 25

and nurses covered them with
large banana leaves, believed to
soothe the burning skin.

Parents, many crying, waved
hand-held bamboo and plastic
fans — despite air conditioning —
to soothe the inflamed wounds.
Hundreds more waited outside
the hospital.

By evening, 45 bodies had been
cremated in mass ceremonies,
Radhakrishnan said. Several bod-
ies were taken for cremations in
nearby villages, where many chil-
dren came from. The official low-
ered the number of injured — ear-
lier put at more than 100 — to 22.

“As far as we can make out, the
fire started in the kitchen of the
school on the ground floor,”
Radhakrishnan told The Associat-
ed Press. “The sparks flying up
would have set fire to tl
thatched roof on the first floor.”

The school’s long, narrow, win-
dowless classrooms each had only
one exit. A reporter for New Delhi
Television News described marks
on the walls that she said showed
the children had tried to tear
through the bricks and concrete.

Police later said they had ar-
rested the school principal, Pula-
var Palanichamy and three kitch-
en workers who were preparing
lunch, and intended to charge
them with negligence.

Crash prompts autobahn closure

BERLIN — A transport truck crashed and burst into flames on
Friday, forcing the closure of a stretch of a major highway near the
northern German city of Braunschweig, police said.

The driver of a truck carrying rubber and other goods apparently
lost control of his vehicle on the A2 autobahn toward Berlin, a major
east-west link, Friday morning. The truck skidded along a guard
rail, then crashed into a sound protection wall and burst into flames.

The fire was so intense that the heat may have damaged a bridge
next to the crash scene, and authorities said the highway would be
closed at least through the weekend for inspections.

The truck driver and his passenger were seriously injured, but
their injuries were not life-threatening, police said.

From The Associated Press
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Thanks for my life

T've been an employee of KBR for the
last six months deployed in Balad, Iraq, as
a truck driver hauling ice to different
bases all over the country.

On a night mission on June 29, our con-
voy was ambushed by a “daisy chain” of
improvised explosive devices, rocket-pro-
pelled grenades and small-arms fire. The
convoy consisted of about 20 vehicles of
KBR and military vehicles, of which sever-
al were disabled. Four persons — three
military personnel and I — were wounded.

My vehicle was hit by an IED explosion
on the front right side and shrapnel came
through the passenger side window, tear-
ing into my right arm and chest. T was
bleeding all over the place, sending me
into confusion and shock.

The next thing T is someone

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. We reserve the
tight to edit letters for length, taste and clarity

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Cmmtry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8:

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

pulling me out of the truck, laying me on
the ground and elevating my legs. Some-
one put an IV into my arm and kept pres-
sure on my wounds.

As I was being treated, I heard the
sound of small-arms fire, which I believe
were our guys keeping the enemy off of us
long enough to get the injured into a mede-
vac helicopter, which was called and re-
sponded very quickly.

My purpose in writing is to thank the
1462nd Transportation Company attached
to the 7th Transportation Battalion and
their commander, Edward Cornish. They
were the ones responsible for saving my
life. I cannot tell you enough how profes-
sional and courageous this Army National
Guard unit from Howell, Mich., is and how
bravely they reacted under an intense
amount of pressure. These guys were so
cool and calm during the whole ordeal,
like it happens to them every day. It just
made me relax and calm down and I knew
T was in good hands with them around.
Thanks, guys!

A couple of days after the ordeal, they
came by the hospital to check on me, and
again I can’t express what a great bunch of
guys these are.

You guys are in my prayers and those of
my wife every day.

Come home safe and come home soon,
and I'll buy the beer. Just let me know

Dooneshury

' SONHAT ARE HIS
VULNWB/L/T E2,

what airport you'll be coming into and T'll
meet you there with a pickup-full.

Craig T. Compton

Hudson, Fla.

More on Moore

The senior airman who wrote “Making
more money” (July 7) is so out of touch
with the facts it is ridiculous.

How about starting with the beginning
of the letter: “It is nice to see Michael
Moore making money off the Sept. 11 trag-
edy.” Are you making extra money for
being over here? I know I am. I also know
the reason why I'm making more money.
It’s because of the nature of the risk that is
associated with doing a job over here.
Have you stopped to realize the risk that is
present when someone decides to rub the
government the wrong way? Just ask Jo-
seph C. Wilson, a former U.S. diplomat
whose has charged the Bush administra-
tion with leaking the identity of his wife as
a CIA covert operative, putting her in dan-
ger and possibly endangering her life. All
because he questioned the pre-war intelli-
gence on Iraq’s weapons of mass destruc-
tion. The effort, and risk it takes to dig
deep enough into the Ilying and
stab-and-jab world of governmental
cover-ups, should be rewarded.

About the writer’s claims that the Demo-
crats and Mike Moore will support any-
thing that will get them a few more votes,
last time I checked this is a two-party sys-
tem, and logic states that there can only be
a winner and a loser. Wouldn’t it be realis-
tic to say that those of one side will always
enjoy the idea of the other team making a
huge mistake that will increase their
chances of winning? 've seen Moore bag
(former President) Clinton and the Demo-
crats on more than a few occasions. So,
next lame statement ple:

Explain to me how Moore’s making doc-
umentaries hurts the effort and the people
who work over here. Why don’t you ask
the guys who go out in the streets every-
day, who are attacked time and time
again? They are attacked not by the Iragi
WMD threat that was shoved down our
throats last year, but by more terrorists.

Why is it they are getting attacked by ter-
rorists and not the Iraqi threat? It is be-
cause of the choices you, I and the rest of
the American public were led to believe.
The administration may have a good rea-
son now for people to get shot at (since the
fast-talkers have turned the issues to “see
how he treats his people,” instead of
“WMD?”) but the initial reason was exag-
gerated. When Moore uses his freedom of
speech, it doesn’t hurt my efforts to do my
job. I would love to hear from you, specifi-
cally, on how he affects yours.

Finally I would like to say that end does
not justify the means. Regardless of the
end of this conflict, the means were wrong
and, some could say impeachable. I re-
member when many Americans were call-
ing for Clinton’s impeachment over a mi:
take, not even comparable to what we've
witnessed today. Where are those same
righteous Americans now, when an even
larger mistake has been made? With such
disregard for the facts and truth, these ac-
tions beg for the question, “If we were lied
to like this on this scale, what else could
they be lying to us about?”

People — yes, even the writer — are enti-
tled to their opinion, but people are not,
however, entitled to their own facts.

Spe. Clayton Johnson

Camp Victory, Iraq

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Cell phones hecome spa

Unwanted promotions could grow more
troublesome if text messaging increases

BY WENDY TANAKA
The Philadelphia Inquirer

No longer just the scourge of
computer inboxes, spam has
begun trickling into cell phones.

Sometimes it's a text message
that pops up on your cell-phone
screen, advertising lewd or dubi-
ous services, or new offers from
your cell-phone provider. Other
times it's a harmless message
transmitted via the short-range
technology known as Bluetooth,
inviting passers-by into a nearby
coffee shop.

So far, it seems to be mostly a
minor annoyance.

“1 )ust delete them,” said Colin
Powers, 20, a student at the Art In-
sulule Df Philadelphia. He has re-
ceived a few unsolicited text mes-
sages hawking “special offers” at
Web sites.

And while Christian Petrucci,
33, a lawyer, said he has not re-
ceived spam on his cell phone yet,
he thinks it could explode the way
Internet spam has.

“Spam wasn't an e-mail prob-
lem a few years ago,” he said.

Is cell-phone spam likely to
evolve into something that big,
something approaching the scale
nfe mail spam? Experts are divid-

“Stay tuned. We, too, will get
swamped,” said David Farber, a

computer science professor at
Carnegie Mellon University in
Pittsburgh and former chief tech-
nologist at the Federal Communi-
cations Commission.

Wireless providers are aware
of the potential for a problem, but
they say they are guarding
against it.

“We’ve been successful at beat-
ing it back,” said Sheldon Jones,
spokesman for Verizon Wireless.

“But like your home computer,
there are some that get through.”

In Japan, where text messag-
ing is more popular than talking
on cell phones, wireless spam
was a huge problem a few years
ago. NTT DoCoMo Inc., Japan’s
largest cell-phone provider, said
spam text messages overloaded
its systems at times in 2000 and
2001, freezing some customers’
screens and spreading programs
that caused some phones to auto-
matically dial Japan’s equivalent
of 911.

The company eventually
brought the problem under con-
trol by installing security and
spam-filtering software on its net-
work and in its phones.

John Summers, global director
for managed security at Pennsyl-
vania-based Unisys Corp., said

. cell-phone users are unlikely
to face similar problems, for sev-
eral reasons.

THURSDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

First, U.S. cell-phone custom-
ers do comparatively little text
messaging. According to Forrest-
er Research Inc., 17 percent of
U.S. cell-phone customers were
sending text messages as of the
third quarter of last year. By com-
parison, NTT DoCoMo said about
80 percent of its customers use
text messaging.

US. cell-phone companies
have learned from the mistakes
of carriers in other countries and
have installed technology to pre-
vent spam and viruses from
reaching cell phones.

Also, it's easier to detect
cell-phone spammers than e-mail
spammers.

Cell-phone messages come
from one of six carriers, as op-
posed to thousands of traditional
Internet service providers.

Text messages sent from one
carrier to another may not go
through, because the networks
are not always technically com-
patible.

Plus it's expensive to send
cell-phone spam. Most carriers
charge between 8 cents and 12
cents per message, while sending
spam over the Internet is virtual-
ly free.

And receiving text messages
costs, too — typically 2 cents to 3
cents per message.

Cell-phone companies have a

EXCHANGE RATES

's latest target

Chri

ian Petrucci, a lawyer shown last month in Philadelpl

KRT

, says he

has not received spam on his cell phone. The trend seems to be
expanding, though few expect cell-phone spam to cause as much trouble
in the States as it has in Japan, where text messaging is more popular.

strong financial interest in keep-
ing text-message spam under con-

number of calls or text messages,
we know something’s going on,”
Sprint PCS spokesman Charles

trol, Summers said, because
i T a po-
tentially  lucrative  revenue

stream. They have been encourag-
ing “texting,” particularly among
teenagers and young adults.

“That’s the pot of gold they
want to get to,” Summers said. “If
things like spamming or message
abuse start making that unpopu-
lar, it damages that opportunity.”

In most cases, customers can
ask their cellular providers to re-
move charges incurred from
spam. Verizon Wireless, for in-
stance, said it will credit accounts
for messages customers identify
as spam.

And cell-phone companies say
they monitor call and text vol-
umes continuously for spam.

“When we see a spike in the

“We can see huw our switches
are handling the traffic.”

As for those unsolicited com-
mercial text messages that have
begun making their way onto
cell-phone screens via Bluetooth
technology: They are free to send
and receive, and they do not seem
to be causing much concern. Blue-
tooth was invented to let a gadget
such as a cell phone be used with,
say, a wireless headset, but the
same short-range technology can
be used to send a text message to
any nearby, Bluetooth-equipped
phone.

That is what happened recently
to clothing designer Lizz Wasser-
man, 23, as she walked past a cafe
in New York City. The message
that popped up on her phone:
“Don’t you want a cup of coffee?”
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Money tip of the day

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Vacations are
a great way to relax and have
fun, but they can also be stress-
ful on your finances.

That’s why 80 percent of trav-
elers this summer are planning
to use budgets to keep apendmg
in line, reports Visa USA.

To budget for your upcoming
vacation, consider the following:

M Preparation expenses: If
you're traveling abroad, account
for passport, visa and inocula-
tion fees. Also include what
you'll need to pay to care for
pets or children remaining at
home.

W Transportation: If you're fly-
ing, figure out what you’ll pay
not only for tickets, but also for
transportation to and from the
airport (including rental cars)
and parking. If you're driving,

Keep vacation on budget

add in the costs of fuel, tolls,
meals and hotels for the dura-
tion of your drive.

W On-site costs: Once you
reach your destination, youwll
need to think about the cost of
your room, meals, tips, phone or
Internet charges, as well as sou-
venirs and gifts. Estimate what
you'll pay for activities, equip-
ment rental and other types of
entertainment.

Subtract the total expected ex-
penses from your vacation sav-
ings.

Then you'll know how much
extra you can afford to spend —
if any — on vacation fun.

Another way to stick to a bud-
get s to limit the number of cred-
it cards you bring along. By
using a debit card or checks,
youll limit yourself to spending
the money you already have in
your accounts.
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Mysterious letter

cT BRIDGEPORT — In-
vestigators are try-

ing to trace the sender of a
letter loaded with white
powder that ended up at a
state prosecutor’s office. A
secretary opened an enve-
lope that contained the
powder. Two years ago,
aletter laden with white
powder was mailed to
the same office from
a state prison in-
mate.

The latest powder letter was also
came from a state prison.

More nurses-to-he
GREENVILLE — The Uni-
versity of South Carolina

Upstate plans to double its nursing

school enrollment in the next year.

Chancellor John Stockwell said
the school’s nursing program will

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

Marchand stepped in to try to re-
solve the situation. To keep the
peace, Lloyd decided to give the
bird to friends outside the city.

Cockfiohti .

enroll up to 128 each
year. Stockwell said the university
plans to build a $24 million Health
Education Complex on its Spartan-
burg campus.

The school changed its name
last month from USC Spartanburg.

Murder charge

ELMHURST — Prosecutors

said they charged a
38-year-old man with first-degree
murder in the death of a high
school student. They said Anson
Paape shot the teen after he re-
fused to play a version of Russian
roulette. Paape allegedly loaded a
revolver with a single bullet, spun
the cylinder and fired at Michael
Murray’s forehead.

More food than ever

GRAND FORKS — The

Grand Forks Air Force
Base has a new, bigger grocery
store. The $10 million commissary
replaced a 40-year-old store. Base
officials say the new store will im-
prove morale among airmen and
their families. The 50,000-square-
foot building was built with money
from a 5 percent surcharge on gro-
ceries.

Terror fire course

ELKO — The University of

Nevada, Reno, Fire Service
Academy has developed a special-
ized course in terrorism response
it will offer to municipal firefight-
ers across the nation beginning in
September. The course is expected
to bring over 700 firefighters to the
academy over two years. The fire-
fighters will attend the academy
on scholarships under a $2.5 mil-
lion federal grant.

Lonely peacock

LEOMINSTER — A pining

peacock living in a Leomin-
ster garage got no love from a
neighbor, whose complaints
spurred its owner to relocate the
lonely bird in the interests of com-
munity relations.

Eunice Lloyd  kept her
9-year-old peacock Boaz in her ga-
rage for six years, along with the
bird’s mate, a peahen named Ruth.
Boaz’s keening mating cry, which
lasts from mid-spring to midsum-
mer, seemed a little louder this
year, after Ruth died last winter.

A neighbor fed up with Boaz's
cries complained about a month
ago, and City Councilor Richard

WAILUKU — A 61-year-old

man has been convicted of
racketeering, first-degree promo-
tion of gambling and cruelty to ani-
mals in the first trial stemming
from a yearlong undercover inves-
tigation into cockfighting opera-
tions on Maui.

William Dutro, of Wailuku, was
among 35 people indicted in the in-
vestigation conducted in 2002.
More than 20 are awaiting trial,
while others have entered into plea
agreements, prosecutors said.

‘Manlapao attended a series of
cockfights between February and
June 2002, observing who was par-
ticipating actively and making
bets. He testified that Dutro was
observed weighing roosters before
their participation in fights at
events in Waikapu and Puunene.

Hupp said Dutro was the first to
20 to trial because at the time of
the incident he was on parole on a
firearms conviction.

Authorities plan wells

LUBBOCK — The main
supplier of water to 11 com-
munities in drought-parched West
Texas wants to place hundreds of
small wells along its pipeline be-
tween Amarillo and Lamesa over

Sunstruck

Wanda Ramondini, 74, top, stands
on the roof of her house to measure
the height of the sunflower plants
while her hushand, Ernie, 89, holds
the other end of the measuring tape
Monday in Merced, Calif. The
plants measured 13 to 15 feet.

the next 20 years.
The board of the

Canadian River Mu-
=% nicipal Water Authori-
> ty, which has been look-
ing for other sources of

_ water as Lake Meredith re-
4 mains low, approved a
study of the proposed
project Wednesday at a
‘meeting in Sanford.

The move comes two months
after Dallas oil tycoon and Pan-
J] handle landowner T. Boone

Pickens declined to sell the au-
thority water rights he owns or con-
trols on about 110,000 Panhandle
acres, Satterwhite said.

The water authority supplies
water to about 500,000 people,
two-thirds of the population of the
South Plains and the Panhandle.

Salmonella outbreak

PITTSBURGH — At least

34 cases of salmonella poi-
soning from a strain of the bacteria
often found on fresh produce have
been reported in western Pennsyl-
vania since late last week, health of-
ficials said.

Investigators trying to track

down the source of the outbreak
are interviewing the victims about
what and where they ate in recent
days.
Richard McGarvey, spokesman
for the state Health Department,
said the infections were all caused
by the same type of salmonella bac-
teria. But he said it is too early to
connect the outbreak to a specific
food supplier or other outlet.

Second fireworks death

MELBOURNE — A second
man has died of injuries suf-
fered when he and a friend acci-
dentally set off a load of fireworks
last month while they were driv-

ing.

Antonio Robinson, 27, died Tues-
day evening at the hospital where
he had been since the accident that
burned him over 40 percent of his
body, police said.

Robinson and Artavis Walker,
23, were lighting fireworks and
throwing them out their car’s win-
dows the night of June 28 when a
cigarette fell into the back seat and
set off the remaining fireworks.

Robinson, who was in the passen-
ger seat, escaped the flaming vehi-
cle a few blocks before it crashed
into a light pole. Walker was
burned over 90 percent of his body
and died the next day.

Adviser cannot return

TOPEKA A federal

judge on Wednesday threw
out a court order that allowed the
adviser of the Kansas State Univer-
sity student newspaper to resume
his duties after he was removed
amid criticism of the paper’s cover-
a

ge.

U.S. District Judge Julie Robin-
son ruled there was insufficient evi-
dence to grant Ron Johnson’s re-
quest for a temporary injunction to
prohibit Kansas State from reas-
signing him from the post he held
for 15 years.

Johnson was removed in May
after the newspaper was sharply
criticized for failing to cover a re-
gional conference on black student
government that drew 1,000 peo-
ple to campus in February.

Johnson sued the university, al-
leging the reassignment was an at-
tempt to control the content of the
Kansas State Collegian.

3 3 Penny England, left, dressed as the
Ladles Of llberty Statue of Liberty, and Jessica Van Itallie,
dressed as Marie Antoinette, join the Bastille Day block party sponsored by
Les Halles restaurant Wednesday in New York. Bastille Day marks the
1789 French revolution, when angry crowds stormed the Bastille
Prison, which sparked the revolution that rid France of its monarchy.

Javin Daniels, right, a lifeguard at Jones
Park, is soaked as he holds up Jasmine

BUrt
Making a splash
Mood of East St. Louis, lll., into a steady flow of water at the park in East
St. Louis on Tuesday. The National Weather Service issued a heat adviso-
ry as temperatures climbed into the high 90s.
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V' is for victory

Darin Jones, left, raises his arms in victory after beating his friend Clarence Kay
in a game of backgammon Wednesday in Kay's front yard in Anderson, S.C.

3 U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Andrew
Homecoming hugs 1526, of Cricago, receives
eemotional homecoming hugs from his daughters, Autumn, 8, and Dakota,
2, right, Tuesday at Camp Pendleton, Calif. Mrozik, an avionics technician
assigned to the Pendleton-based Marine Light Attack Helicopter Squad-
ron 369, returned home after a seven-month deployment that took him to
Iraq, Japan, Philippines, South Korea and Thailand.

Footloose and fancy-free
Stadium last week in Niagara Falls, N.Y.

Scaredy cat

National Zoo zookeeper Tracey
Barnes holds one of the Washing-
ton zoo’s three Sumatran tiger
cubs, while veterinarians prepare
to examine the animal as part of
the cub’s 10-month check-up. The
cubs will likely go on public exhib-
it in late August.

Boys Fancy dancer Delano Cleveland, 5, competes in the Pow
Wow Dance Contest at the Thunder Falls Pow Wow at Sal Maglie

New airport plans
PORTLAND — Aviation of-
ficials plan to introduce

new flight patterns and

Fire Department officials said
nine other employees whose files
had been questioned were cleared
of any wrongdomg

A

at the Portland International Jet-
port. They're intended to reduce
the roar of planes over many resi-
dential neighborhoods. The chang-
es stem from a three-year study
that was prompted by complaints
of booms and rumbles during take-
off and landing.

Less license cheating

JACKSON — Nearly 60

percent of Mississippians
applying for regular driver’s licens-
es have failed the general knowl-
edge test since the state switched
to a computerized testing system
in December. Officials say only 20
percent failed before the switch.
Mississippi was one of 15 states
last year to receive new automated
testing services. The technology
helps eliminate cheating.

Buckling up is good
CHICAGO — Illinois drivers
are safer since a new seat

belt law took effect, state transpor-

tation officials said. They cited 63

fewer automobile-accident fatali-

ties from a year earlier. A law en-
acted in July 2003 allows police to
stop motorists because the drivers,
front-seat passengers or children
in the back seat are not buckled.

Four out of five Illinois drivers and

passengers are wearing seat belts.

Pigeon deadline

PLEASANT GROVE —

Gordon Smith reluctantly
killed about 100 pedigree racing pi-
geons to comply with a city dead-
line.

The city gave him until the end
of June to get rid of his birds.

The Planning Commission re-
voked his permit for having more
than the allowed 50 pigeons on his
property. He said he didn’t have
enough time to sell the birds.

Former banker cashes in

ANCHORAGE — The

board of trustees of the
Alaska Permanent Fund voted to
offer the job of managing the $27.9
billion fund to a former banker.
Michael Burns, 57, said he was in-
clined to accept the
$200,000-a-year position. The fund
is a depository for some of the
state’s oil revenue and is invested
mostly in stocks, bonds and real es-
tate. Some of the profits pay annu-
al dividends to Alaska residents.

Firefighters scrutinized
HOUSTON — Houston Fire
Chief Phil Boriskie says
eight firefighters whose job appli-
cations have been questioned for
possibly

under way of the fire deparlment’
hiring and recruiting practices.

Missing no more

NEWARK — A girl report-

ed missing in California
nine years ago was found in Ohio,
living under a different name with
her mother, authorities said.

Prosecutors said a woman recog-
nized the girl’s picture from the
Web site of the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children
and called sheriff’s deputies.

The girl, Vanesa Brancheau,
was 5 when she and her mother,
Sheri Lyn Taylor, were reported
‘missing in 1995 from the Los Ange-
les community of Woodland Hills,
the county sheriff’s office said in a
news release.

Sheriff’s Capt. Rod Mitchell said
Thursday that Taylor indicated
that she and her husband had been
fighting for custody of the girl at
the time of the disappearance.

No charges have been filed, and
Mitchell said more investigating
was needed.

Green Party gains

OLYMPIA — Green Party

candidates for congression-
al and statewide offices will be on
the November ballot, the Secretary
of State’s office confirmed. Four
Green Party candidates are cam-
paigning for statewide and congres-
sional seats. Party candidates are
also seeking county commissioner
seats in two counties.

Sex with students

NASHUA — A former Mil-

ford Middle School teacher
has been sent to prison for at least
a decade for having sex with two
14-year-old girls.

Kevin Marquis, 36, tearfully
apologized in court Tuesday after
pleading guilty.

To the girls he had sex with and
two others for whom he purchased
alcohol and cigarettes, Marquis
said, “It tears me apart that I hurt
you. If I were to read that someone
else hurt you, I would be furious.”

Marquis said he has struggled to
overcome a bipolar disorder for
the past two years. Although he
said that should not excuse him, he
maintained the disorder contribut-
ed to his behavior.

Bison hazing continues

HELENA — A federal ap-

peals court on Wednesday
upheld a judge’s decision to dis-
miss a lawsuit environmental
groups filed to stop the hazing of
bison wandering from Yellowstone
National Park.

Ath

personal information remain on
the job.

Bonskxe told the Houston Chron-
icle for a story in Friday’s editions
that information from Assistant
Fire Chief Herbert Sims that the
firefighters had been fired was in-
correct.

Boriskie said the eight were on
active duty, but their futures with
the department are subject to fur-
ther review.

Boriskie said one firefighter was
terminated two months ago be-
cause of the il i by the

re panel of the 9th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled
that U.S. District Judge Charles
Lovell properly dismissed the suit
in April 2003 because the groups
had not proven their case against
the federal agencies involved in
the management of bison.

The groups had argued that ef-
forts to haze or capture bison that
leave the park were adversely af-
fecting nearby nesting bald eagles,
and that officials had not properly
studied the effects on the protected
birds.

city’s Inspector General’s Office.

Stories and photos from The Associated
Press
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AP
Elaine Steinbeck poses in front of a painting of her late

husband, John, in 1998. John Steinbeck’s surviving blood
heirs are suing the estate of Elaine, alleging a “30-year
hidden conspiracy” to cheat them of royalties.

Steinbeck heirs in
bitter estate fight

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — John Steinbeck’s surviving blood heirs
are suing the estate of his third wife, Elaine Steinbeck, al-
leging a “30-year hidden conspiracy” to cheat them of roy-
alties and copyright control and detailing a bitter family
feud worthy of a Steinbeck novel.

The late writer’s son, Thomas Steinbeck, and grand-
daughter, Blake Smyle, filed suit Thursday in the U.S.
District Court in New York, seeking greater ownership of
“The Grapes of Wrath” and other Steinbeck classics and
‘monetary damages of at least $18 million.

“This is not a happy day for my clients,” said the plain-
tiffs’ attorney, Mark. S. Lee, of Manatt Phelps & Phillips.
“This is an unfortunate but necessary step in retrieving
rights my clients believe belong to them.”

Defendants include McIntosh & Otis, Inc., a literary
agency that handles John Steinbeck’s literary estate; two
sisters of Elaine Steinbeck; Elaine Steinbeck’s daughter
from a previous marriage, Waverly Scott Kaffaga; and
four grandchildren.

John Steinbeck died in 1968, but his books remain in
great demand. “The Grapes of Wrath” and “Of Mice and
Men” sell hundreds of thousands of copies annually, and
“East of Eden,” an epic story of family rivalry, was an
Oprah Winfrey book club pick last year. His works are
also frequently filmed and staged.
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The author’s literary estate was originally
to Elaine Steinbeck, whom he married in 1950. In the
early 1980s, the author’s sons from a previous marriage,
Thomas and John IV, sued for partial control and the
case was settled out of court.
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The current suit alleges numerous acts of
since that settlement, including illegally claiming trade-
mark rights to the author’s name. Steinbeck’s heirs per-
sonally attack Elaine Steinbeck, who died in 2003, and
John Steinbeck IV, who died in 1991 and is accused of
stealing personal papers from his brother, falsely claim-
ing he destroyed them and later selling some for profit.
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Reports: Two ‘CSI’ actors fired

LOS ANGELES — Two stars of the CBS hit TV series
“CSI: Crime Scene Investigation” were fired for breach
of contract, KCBS-TV and Variety reported Thursday.

Actors Jorja Fox and George Eads, who play investiga-
tors Sara Sidle and Nick Stokes, were fired after asking
for more money to stay on the show, according to the re-

orts.

Danica Smith, publicist for both Fox and Eads, told The
Associated Press that Fox was fired Wednesday but did
not have details. Smith could not confirm whether Eads
was fired. A CBS spokesman said the network had no
comment. The actors were in the fifth of their seven-year
contracts.

It's unclear whether show creators will recast the char-
acters or develop new ones, the reports sai
From The Associated Press
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Changin

KRT/COURTESY WALT DISNEY PICTURES

Jackie Chan does battle with an enemy in China in Walt Disney Pictures’ “Around the World in 80 Days.” The actor star says age is becoming a factor in his ability to do stunts.

Action star wants to shed his ‘happy-go-lucky’ image

BY JAYMES SONG
The Associated Press

HONOLULU
ackie Chan is attempting his most
daring stunt ever.

Chan wants to shed his
happy-go-lucky, action star image to
become a “real actor” who uses more dia-
logue and emotion than punches and kicks.

“I want to change. I want to be like Rob-
ert DeNiro. I want to be Dustin Hoffman,”
said the big-screen star from Hong Kong.
“I don’t always want it to be like the old
days. ... I want to change my image. I want
to become an actor who can fight — not an
action star.”

Chan met with reporters in Hawaii while
promoting his latest film, “Around the
World in 80 Days,” and to officially open
his first U.S. restaurant, adding to the 40 he
owns in Asia.

The biggest reason Chan wants his

image from an acrobatic, high-flying mar-
tial arts master to a serious, more subdued
actor is age. Chan, famous for performing
his own harrowing stunts, turned 50 in
April.

“Even though I'm pretty good, how long
can I keep fighting?” he said. “Look at Rob-
ert DeNiro. Look at Clint Eastwood. They
still can act.”

The film star said he will probably do his
own stunts in action films “for another five
years,” but he wants more dramatic roles
like those in movies such as 1979’s “Kram-
er vs. Kramer,” which featured Hoffman.

Chan recently attended a fund-raising
screening of “Around the World in 80
Days,” a reprise of the Jules Verne classic.
The film was released by Disney.

“Around the World in 80 Days” has al-
ready generated a buzz, not necessarily for
Chan’s performance, but for the appear-
ance of the action hero turned politician, Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger, who plays the wom-
anizing Prince Hapi.

“He’s not that tough. He’s a very nice
guy,” Chan said. “We talked a lot of jokes.
Most of the time he was hiding in the cor-
ner playing chess.”

The $110 million film is the latest of
Chan’s Hollywood comedy-action films.
“The Medallion,” “Shanghai Knights” and
“The Tuxedo all brought in lackluster re-
sults at the U.S. box office.

Chan is also working on a new sequel to
his popular “Police Story” drama series
that helped him gain international fame.
He plays a crime fighter in “New Police
Story” dealing with gangsters and the
death of his comrades.

The film, set to be released in Asia this
fall, features several fight scenes and big
explosions. It also gives Chan a chance to
show his serious side, or what he calls
being a “true actor.”

“You can see it's a pure drama, but of
course you have to have action. Otherwise I
wouldn’t have the international market,”

he said. “It’s a heavy drama with action.
There’s no comedy.”

Chan also will work on “The Myth,”
which he describes as an “Indiana Jones”
type adventure, before starting work on
“Rush Hour 3.”

Hawaii is one of the spots being consid-
ered for filming the third in the popular
“Rush Hour” series, competing with Thai-
land and Japan. Chan said he prefers Ha-
wai for its scenery, but co-star Chris Tuck-
er would rather shoot in Asia.

From humble beginnings, Chan began
his career trying to prove himself as an ac-
tion star in Hong Kong. He became a huge
star in Asia. Then he took on Hollywood.

“Right now, I have to prove I'm not ac-
tion anymore,” he said. “That’s difficult be-
cause for all those years, for the big studios,
everybody knows Jackie as an action star.

“I don’t think they’ll give me $20 million
to make ‘Kramer vs. Kramer.’ They don’t
want to take the risk,” he said. “But they're
willing to spend $100 million to make ‘Rush
Hour 3’ because this is a business.”

Smith: Robots shouldn’t look human
'Will Smith figures robots will take over many domestic

™

and menial tasks for humans.

He just doesn’t expect them to look
much like his humanoidlike machine
co-stars in the new film “I, Robot.”

Smith, 35, plays a detective in 2035
who suspects a robot has murdered the
reclusive scientist responsible for tech-
nological innovations that have populat-
ed the world with machine servants
vaguely resembling humans.

In real life, though, humans have a
psychological barrier against ma-

Friday.

that, Nick’s getting old,”

chines that look like themselves, Smith said.

“Technology is heading away from that, because people
don’t respond well to human-looking robots, especially if
they’re over 4 feet,” Smith told The Associated Press in an
interview last week promoting “I, Robot,” which opens

Nick and Jessica’s family plan

Pop star couple Jessica Simpson and Nick Lachey want
to go from “Newlyweds” to “Parenthoos

The married stars of the MTV reality series “Newlyweds:
Nick & Jessica” tell Us Weekly magazine they plan to start a
family in the not-too-distant future.

“I don’t think it will be in six months or a year, but after
the 24-year-old Simpson told the

e
Nick and Jessica

magazine.
The 30-year-old Lachey told Us at a
Big Brothers Big Sisters event in New
York City: “We’d love to have our own
children, but we have a heart for kids,
and we’d love to adopt.”

The couple are considering adopting
ateenage child from an underdeveloped
country.

As a teen, Simpson and her family
regularly visited an orphanage in Mexi-

“However, cameras likely won't be in-
vited into family life. The couple say

this may be the last season for their MTV show.
From The Associated Press
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Horoscope

The new moon in Cancer is like
the emotional equivalent of moving
into a new home. Just as all of your
belongings must be account-
ed for and placed in their

you see every day, you may not
notice differences in yourself.

But you can trust that you are
blossoming.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
There's not an area of your life that
couldn't use the “less is more” strate-

gy now. Friendships grow

new your Joyce Jillson tighter when you don't try

new feelings must be recog- g too hard. You're romanti-

nized and put in their proper cally more alluring and

perspective. It's exciting more in demand at work,

when you can go forward in too.

relationships without carry- LIBRA (Sept.

ing the old baggage. 23-0ct. 23). Do anything
TODAY’S BIRTHDAY 8 you can think of to simpli-

(July 17). It's a year of
expectations surpassed, so

set your sights high! Always |
have a Plan A as well as a

Plan B, and you'll succeed

where others have failed. Finances
are improved when you put your
heart into your work. You'll need to
rack up extra hours in September.
Couples go on an exotic trip in
December. Sagittarius or Aquarius
love is favored.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
There are numerous prospects in
your realm today. Part of being
creatively aware is being able to
recognize opportunity when it shows
itself. You'll make a great discovery
while looking for something entirely
unrelated.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Sometimes, you notice what's wrong
without giving credit to what is right.
Don't make this mistake today,
though, as there are many sensitive
souls who will take issue with your
approach. This aftemoon features a
political game.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You know what you want, but there
may be an unconscious goal that is
conflicting with your larger aim. The
more honest you are, the more
chance you have of eliminating all
things in opposition to your goal.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Reflecting on past mistakes and
glories helps you make solid career
decisions. Make contact with people
from your past. It won't be awkward
— in fact, you'll be received with
open arms by long-lost friends and
sweeties.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Change
is gradual, as much as you'd like it
to be sweeping. Just as its difficult
to recognize the growth of a child

fy your life. The more
straightforward your

‘ activities are, the more
time you'll have to pursue
what you really enjoy.

Tonight, you could become enam-

ored of someone strong and able.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Listen to what you're thinking about
when you're seemingly not thinking
about anything at all. It is in those
in-between spaces that your wishes
and desires live. Tune in, and write
them down.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You're feeling the pain of the
world. Everywhere you ook, you are
getting evidence of the frailty of the
human condition. Try to also see the
strength humans possess.

We've survived this long, right?

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). While attempting to concen-
trate on your own business, you'll be
distracted, coerced and diverted by
truly annoying people. Minimize the
time you spend caught up in matters
you're really not wiling to do any-
thing about.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Try many options until you find the
one you are most passionate about.
The fire in your belly will give you
clarity of purpose, without which all
actions are merely reactions.

Don't be sucked in by the promise
of a quick buck.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Your time is so valuable, you'll have
to say “no” several times before
noon in order to safeguard it! The
vampires are outl Romance is going
well now that a certain truth is in the
open. You feel more able to be
yourself.
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Gl
36 Reaction to
fireworks
37 Mangy mongrel
38 Sipping
45 Historic periods
46 Acted the stoolie
47 Swindle
48 Hindu royal
49 Wind
50 Latin 101 word
51 Shoppe
description
7-17 CRYPTOQUIP
L FE PVLEKLW EF GVl
F GG EAS QSVvVu EAS
WMULVHE VIPVMH SVEH
\% PSJJ-QVIVLDSZ ZKSE.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN TWO REAL
ESTATE AGENTS GREET EACH OTHER, THEY
COULD SAY “HOUSE IT GOING!™
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: J equals L
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Not choosing pets over grandkid JUMISLE

Dear Abby: 1 have an
8-year-old dog and a S-year-old
cat. Unfortunately, my new
grandson is allergic to both.

1 live only a few miles from my
daughter and grandson and visit
them every day, but the baby
can’t come to my house.
My daughter is insinuat-
ing that I have chosen
my pets over her baby.

Abby, I need a truthful
answer: Do you think T
should get rid of my pets,
or tell my daughter to
wait to bring her baby
over until he is old
enough to be treated for
his allergies? Please help.

— Wants to do
the Right Thing
in Florida

Dear Wants: I see no reason
why you should have to give up
your pets — provided your cloth-
ing is free of dog and cat dander
when you visit your grandson.
Since you visit the baby every
day, I see no urgency about

Dear

visiting at your house until he is
older. It is not that you have
chosen your pets over your grand-
child, but rather that your daugh-
ter shouldn’t force you into the
position of having to choose
unless it's absolutely necessary.
(And it’s not.)
Mbby  pear Abhby: vy
husband and I are
friendly with several
couples at church.
These couples get
together every week
for a meal after servic-

es.

Abby, they frequent-
ly make plans with one
another right in front of
us, without ever extend-
ing an invitation.

The other night, I was sitting
at a table with several of the
couples and became virtually
invisible as they planned, in
detail, an upcoming dinner party.

I felt extremely awkward and

uncomfortable, but the group
apparently was oblivious.

Must we put up with this? Or
should we take someone aside
and point out how insensitive
they are? I'd appreciate any
ideas.

— Not Invited
in Cupertino, Calif.

Dear Not Invited: Rather than
taking anyone aside and pointing
it out, I recommend you look
around and see if there are any
other church members with
better manners with whom to
socialize after church.

If your absence is mentioned,
tell those people THEN how hurt,

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion
The 8001900 nos. have boen DISCONTINUED.
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one leller lo each square,
to form four ordinary words.

MARDA

%2004 Tribune Media
Al Righls Reserved.

REDOO

ervices, I

] | e
MENECT "
WHAT THE
OHEOOR RV

e jumble.corm

offended and you were
made to feel by their insensitivi-
ty.

But don’t expect them to
change. Rude people rarely do.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

Now arrange the circled letters to

HERNID
form the surprise answer, as

TXT [ ] S5gmss
w7 N YN 7 N N??
Necssool
D AN AN AN AN AN A 2

(Answers Monday)
GRAVE  VOCAL  PARISH  FILLET

Jumbles:

Universal Press Syndicate

Find a balance for mom on chemo

Dear Annie: vy
‘mom, who is a fairly
active and healthy per-
son, was recently diag-
nosed with breast cancer.
Two weeks after the
diagnosis, she had the
Iump removed. This
week, she starts chemo-
therapy.

T have tried to be sup-
portive, but I don’t want
to treat Mom as if she’s
an invalid. My father, on the
other hand, is taking this very
hard and has told Mom that he
doesn’t want her to leave the
house for the entire treatment
period of several weeks. He also
told her she must wear a surgical
mask if she goes out in public.

Tunderstand that Mom’s white
blood cell count will be down and
she is more susceptible to infec-
tion, but I think putting her in
“lockdown” will depress her.
Dad won't listen to a word I say.
I'm afraid his paranoia will kill
her faster than any disease she

Annie’s Mailbox

might contract. How
can I convince him?
— Worried about Mom
Dear Worried: Don’t
pit yourself against
your father when it
comes to your mother’s
care. Instead, ask
Mom’s doctor to dis-
cuss the situation with
Dad. The doctor’s
authority will carry
more weight than
anything you might

say.

Even so, while Dad is smother-
ing her, you can provide a
much-needed outlet for normalcy.
Chemo can be debilitating, so be
careful not to plan more than
your mother can handle. Bring
home some old movie comedies
on video or DVD, and watch
them together. Invite some of her
closest friends over for tea and
Scrabble on those days when
Mom feels up to it.

Your extra care for Mom will
allow Dad to share his burden.

Also check out the American
Cancer Society (cancer.org) for
information and support.

Dear Annie: 1s it ever appro-
priate for a man to wear a west-
ern hat in a restaurant? Please
elaborate on proper wearing of
hats.
—N.L.

Dear N.L.: There may be west-
ern-style restaurants where
patrons are expected to keep
their hats on, but otherwise, hats
should be removed in restau-
rants. Etiquette rules say the
only exception is a hat worn for
religious purposes, although we
think those who wear hats to
cover a medical condition also
should get a pass. The rest of
you, however, are out of luck.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, ¢/0 Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

—
GRAFET
S ="

Dennis the Menace

The Far Side ©Gary Larson

yesterday Answer: What the soprano ended up with when she

got a sore throat — A “FEVER" PITCH

Family Circus

2004 81 Koane. inc
Bist. oy King Features Syrc.
v familycircus.com

“But if John the Baptist was Jesus’
cousin, wouldn’t God be John’s uncie?”

Non Sequitur

ot fwiec
core youcaten <

“YoU'D BETTER NOT MAKE A MESS. MY Mo
CLEANED THE WHOLE HOUSE JUST BECAUSE

YOU WERE COMIN' OVER.”

Luckily, Edaie had stumbled upon a rare variety of
deadly nightsnade, the amicable Atropa belladonna
congeniaiocus. (Later that same day, how
blundered into some polson oak—a flat-out
intolerant soecies.)

ever, he
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ed last month, with new deaths re-
ported in Bangladesh and Nepal on
Friday, according to official tallies
and news reports. Last year, mon-
soon flooding in the region killed
1,500 people from mid-June to
mid-October.

In Bangladesh, 15 people — in-
cluding eight children — drowned
in flood waters on Thursday, rais-
ing the death toll there to 83, the
Sangbad and Bangladesh Observ-
er dailies reported.

About 15,000 people fled for

people marooned in their houses,
or huddled on embankments or in

oats.

In India, 235 people have per-
ished in landslides, building col-
lapses, or from waterborne dis-
ease. Many others have drowned
or been electrocuted since the mon-
soon began. No new deaths were re-
ported in India on Friday, although
weather officials predicted heavy
rains in Bihar, Assam and other
eastern states, where most flood-re-
lated deaths have occurred.

has risen to 400, and millions
have been left stranded.

In Nepal, fresh rainfall was mak-
ing it difficult for rescuers to reach
areas hit by landslides and flood-
ing, as the Himalayan kingdom’s
death toll increased to 77 on Fri-
day, officials said.

Rescue helicopters with food,
medicine and tents were gmunded
by deteriorating weather in the
capital, Katmandu, said Home Min-
aery spokesman Gopendra Pan-

ey.

A special coast
guard officer patrols
at the main port of
Piraeus, near
Athens, in May. In
addition to the $1.2

billion Greece will
l

that ts entire Medi
terranean naval fleet
will be assigned to
Olympics security.

NATO ships on board to aid Olympics

The Associated Press

PIRAEUS, Greece —NATO’s en-
tire Mediterranean naval fleet will
be assigned to protect the Olym-
pics as part of the alliance’s unprec-
edented role in bolstering security
for the games, the flotilla’s com-
mander said Friday.

Rear Adm. Hans Jochen Wit-
thauer of Germany said all vessels
under his command will work
alongside Greek maritime forces
to monitor the seas during the Aug.
13-29 Games.

The Standing Naval Force Medi-
terranean, based in Naples, Italy,
includes more than a dozen frig-
ates, destroyers and other vessels.

NATO also plans to conduct sur-
veillance flights over Greece,
which asked for help from its
NATO allies to expand its Olympic
security.

But Witthauer noted that full
monitoring of Greece’s vast coast-
line and hundreds of islands “will
be a challenge.”

“Every little fishing boat can eas-
ily pick somebody up and can
more easily sneak up on a boat,” he
said.

NATO will operate outside
Greek territorial waters. He re-
fused to give greater details of
NATO’s naval duties during the
Olympics.

But the force has been involved

in anti-terrorism patrols through-
out the eastern Mediterranean
since shortly after the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks in New York and
‘Washington.

Maritime protection has taken a
prominent role in Greece’s $1.2 bil-
lion security network.

Greece is a major destination
along illegal smuggling routes for
immigrants and goods. Also, Olym-
pic dignitaries, heads of state and
others are expected to stay aboard
at least eight cruise ships in the
port of Piraeus.

Some global security analysts
predict that terrorist groups could
be studying attacks on shipping
lanes and other targets at sea.
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Jobs Offered

Uni y of P P!
Now Hiring Qualified Faculty

Currently seeking seasoned professionals to facilitate MBA
and MAED courses at our European Military Campuses.
Qualified candidates will have a master's degree and be
currently employed with 5 years experience in their field.

For more e-mail hoenix.edu.
Equal Opportunity Employer

The patient’s penis was severed during an opera-
tion at a Bucharest hospital on Tuesday.

Toan Lascar, a plastic surgeon who performed an
operation on the man Thursday to help him urinate,
said the patient was in stable condition.

Lascar said the 34-year-old man would undergo
reconstruction surgery in the coming months but
the chances of success are unknown.

Patient’s penis allegedly cut off

BUCHAREST, Romania — Medical authorities
are investigating a Romanian doctor after he alleg-
edly cut off a patient’s penis accidentally during tes-
ticle surgery, officials said Friday.

Mircea Cinteza, chairman of Romania’s Doctors
College, said colleagues would meet Friday to de-
cide whether the unidentified urologist is guilty of
malpractice.

From The Associated Press
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advertise with STRIPES CLASSIFIED

... it’s a SNAPI!

PLACE A PRIVATE PARTY AD IN FOUR SIMPLE STEPS 1
1. Write an ad (be sure to include the item, price/or best offer (0BO) and phone number).
2. Select a 4, 7, or 30 day package.
3. Choose a category from the index running most days in Stars & Stripes Classified.
4. Decide which day you would like your ad to begin running, and submit with the appropriate
payment on or before the deadline listed below. *

CONTACT STRIPES T0 PLACE AN AD

4 hour mai& service (Phone Service 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.)
£ mail;estripes.osd.mil
2 German 0 155-601-376
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3. 4 lines for 30 days for $55.00 ($10.00 per additional line). § Ad

1 Private Party Rates apply only to individuals advertising personal merchandise o private property
for sale, up to two major items such as 2 boat, motor vehicle or home. Commercial Rates apply to
property and/or merchandise for rent and commercial operations. Employment Rates apply for
Jobs Offered and Job Fairs. For Commercial or Employment Rate information contact Stars & Stripes Classified
* Payment is required in advance in order to publish ads. Acceptable forms of payment include: Visa, Send Fayinent to:
MasterCard, Check or Money Order. Please do not send cash. If an ad is not received by the designated dealine, APO Addre:
it wil begin running the next available day. Please allow one extra day for all Federal holidays. Efafs %’a"asﬂz‘e.’: Stripes  ment European Stars & Stripes

i fines in roxim racters (this in  lin il isi ifi
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aditonal day.Stas & Stripes reseves th rght to edit and retun any and al ads considerd inappropriate for publishing. AL classified advertisements are non-refundable.
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